Constitution     and     By-Laws 
of   the    Church 

CONSTITUTION 

ARTICLE    I.     Name 

The  name  of  this  church  shall  be  "The  Unitarian 
Church  of  Reading,   Massachusetts." 

ARTICLE    II.     Purpose 

The  purpose  of  this  church  is  set  forth  in  the  following 
covenant:  "In  the  love  of  the  truth,  and  in  the  spirit  of 
Jesus  Christ,  we  unite  for  the  worship  of  God,  and  the 
service   of  man." 

ARTICLE   III.     Membership 

Any  person  in  sympathy  with  the  purposes  and  meth- 
ods of  this  church  may  become  a  member  of  it  by  signing 
in  the  record  book  of  the  society  the  covenant  stated  in 
Article  II,  and  being  approved  by  a  majority  vote  of  the 
members  present  at  any  meeting;  but  only  those  who  have 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  shall  have  the  right 
to  vote  at  business   meetings. 

ARTICLE  IV.     Officers 

The  officers  of  this  church  shall  be  a  Clerk,  a  Treas 
urer  and  a  Board  of  five  Trustees,  to  ccmsist  of  the  Clerk 
^  and    Treasurer    ex-officio    and    thr«e    additional    members. 

All  the  foregoing  officers  shall  be  elected  at  each  An- 
nual Meeting  to  serve  for  one  year,  or  until  their  successors 
are   elected   and   qualified. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  choose  from  its  own  num- 
ber a  Chairman;  and  it  shall  also  choose  a  Collector,  who 
many  or  may  not  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  who  shall  serve  for  one  year,  or  until  the  next  Annual 
Meeting. 

They  shall  also  elect  an  Auditor  to  audit  the  books  of 
the  church. 

ARTICLE  V.     Meetings  and  Quorum 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  church  shall  be  held  on 
the  second  Tuesday  in  April,  for  the  election  of  officers 
and    the   transaction   of   all   other   proper   business. 

Other  regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  October  and  January  each  year.  Special  meet- 
ings may  be  called  at  the  order  of  the  Trustees  for  such 
purposes  only  as  may  be  specified  in  the  call  of  the  meet- 
ing. 

At  any  meeting  fifteen  members  shall  constitute  a 
quorum. 

Written  or  printed  notices  of  all  meetings  shall  be 
given  to  each  member  by  mail  seven  days  before  the  date 
.it    the   meeting. 
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On  *pril  3.  1923  the  '..'arrant  for  the  annual  meet  in- 
sent  out,  a  copy  of  which  appears  bet\     ^age  I  and 

n  Ipril  10,  1923,  at  8.00  P.  M.  the  meetin        lied 
to  order  by  the  clerk,  ...  0.  Ghesle;  . 

Mr.  -..  F.  Loring,  Moved  that  the  clerk  act  as  Moderator 
at  this  meeting,  and  It     seconded  by  Mr,   .   .   ane.    She  Clerk 
then  called  the  attention  of  those  present  that  no  "business  could 
he  transacted  as  there  was  not  a  quorum  ore sent.      It  was  then 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  reading  of  the  warrant      lived,  by  7.r. 
Loring  and  Mr,  Dane. 

Then  on  Motion  of  Mr  !  oring  it  was  Moved:  That;  No  ouorum 
being  'ore sent  and  in  accordance  with  our  By-laws  it  being  impossible 
to  transact  i^ny   business  I  move  that  the  meeting  be  adjourned  until 
]  onday  April  76, 1923,, at  8,00  o'clock  in  Masonic  hall.    This  motion 
being  seconded  the  Meeting  was  adjourned  at8.I5 


Respectfully  recorded, 


I 


[OIDAY,  '.or  II  16,  1923. 

t  6»30   .  M.  the  members  of  the  ohurch  sat  down  to  one  of 
the  Unity  Clubs'  famous  ^uppers •     There  were  102  at  the  tables 

n  the  clerk  counted  a  few  moments  later.       ie   supper  was 
under  the  able  Chairmanship  of  Mrs.G.  H.  'ov/le. 

The  supper  was  certainly  a  great  success  and  at  7.30  LIr 
.  L     ,  introduced  Mr.  Minot   imonds  of  the  American  I  nit;  - 
rian  -'.ssociation  and  he  gave  one  of  his  most  interesting  talks, 
telling  us  some  of  his  own  personal  experiences  in  Church  Building, 

;er  Mr. Simons  soolce  there  was  a  short  adjournment  to  al- 
low the  committee  to  clear  the  tables. 


t  8.00  O'clock  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Clerk  and  I.".r.  Charles  A.  loring  was  elected  Moderator.  ^^ 

.rticle  II.   Reports  of  the  Officers  and  Committees. 
These  reports  are  to  be  found  inclosed  between  -'age  2   and  '  . 
all  being  accepted  and  handed  to  the  Clerk,  after  they  had  Wen 

read. 

Article  III.  The  Report  of  the  .iominatinc  Committee  ' 
ccepted  and  the  clnrk  was  instructed  to  cast  one  ballot  for  the 

f  o  11  o v:i  n g  officers; 

Clerk  Robert  (   Chesley. 

reasurer  William  '.   ill: on 

u.stees  Harry  P.  Baker 

roy  .  weetser 

Eelen  Ruggles 
rticle  IV.   ..as  laid  on  the  table  and  moved  and  so  voted  j^H 

To  take  up  Article  VII. 


') 


Notice  of  Annual  Eeeting 
of 
Unitarian  Church  of  Reading, 


Reading,  Llass. 

April  3,  1923. 


The  meeting  will  he  held  in  G.A.R.  Hall  on  Tuesday  evenin- , 
April  10,  1923,  at  eight  of clock,  but  owing  to  the  number  of  social 
events  scheduled  to  ta,:e  place  during  that  wee^:,  the  Trustees  of  the 
Church  have  deemed  it  v/ise  to  call  the  meeting  on  that  date  only 
to  conform  with  the  By-Laws  and  it  is  proposed  to  postpone  action  on 
all  "business  until  an  adjourned  meeting  to  be  held  on  Llonday  evenin  , 
April  16,  1923,  at  eight  o'clock.  Llasonic  Hall  has  been  secured  in 
which  to  hold  the  adjourned  meeting  if  it  is  so  voted. 

Preceeding  the  adjourned  meeting  a  supper,  which  will  be 
provided  by  the  Unity  Club,  will  be  served  at  6:30  o'clock.  Remember 
the  day  and  date*,  Monday ,  April  16.  1925.   The  very  life  of  the 
Unitarian  body  in  heading  depends  upon  action  to  be  tairen  at  that  time. 

Dr.  Ilinot  Simons,  Secretary  of  the  American  Unitarian 
Association,  will  be  present  and  assist  in  a  solution  of  the  diffi- 
culties attending  the  present  situation. 

The  warrant  under  which  the  meeting  is  called  is  as  follows: 

*  war::ai;t 

ART.  I.  Election  of  Moderator. 

:T.  II.  Reports  of  Officers  and  Committees. 

RT.  III. Election  of  Officers  and  Selection  of  Committees. 

T.  IV.  To  see  if  the  Society  will  ratify  the  offer  of  a 

loan  of  ^15, 000.  from  the  American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion to  aid  in  building  a  new  Church,  and  also  author- 
ize the  Trustees  to  borrow  a  further  amount,  not  to 
exceed  <,!  10,000.  from  the  same  source  if  additional 
funds  are  needed  for  completion  of  the  church;  also  to 
ratify  a  loan  of  $4,800,  as  provided  for  in  the  said  offer 
of  the  American  Unitarian  Association,  or  what  they  will 
do  in  relation  thereto. 

ART,  V.   To  see  if  the  Society  will  authorize  the  Building 
Committee  to  expend  an  additional  vlO.OOO.  in  con- 
structing the  Church  authorized  to  be  built  in  a  vote 
passed  at  a  meeting  held  March  2,  1922,  or  what  they 
will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

ART.  VI,  To  see  if  the  Society  will  authorize  a  mortgage  on 

3  present  parsonage,  the  proceeds  of  said  mortgage 
to  be  expended  in  making  alterations  on  the  new 
parsonage  or  what  they  will  do  in  relation  thereto, 

%  ART,  VII, To  transact  any  other  business  that  shall  regularly 

come  before  the  meeting, 

Robert  0.  Chesley, 

Clerk. 

BY  ORDER  OF   THE  TRUSTEES. 


' 
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Transcript  from  the 
Kinutes  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Llembers  of  the 

UNITARIAN  CHURCH  OF  READING 
called  for  April  10,  1923,  and  adjourned  to  April  16, 
\-W\  1923,  at  which  the  action  hereinafter  set  forth  was  taken. 

Thereupon,  upon  motion,  it  was  ^m^wv 

VOTED:   That  the  plans  for  a  new  church  building  as 
presented  at  this  meeting  be,  and  they  here- 
by are,  approved  and  accepted  in  every  res- 
pect; and  that  the  Building  Committee  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  directed  to 
proceed  forthwith  with  the  construction  of 
such  new  church  building  in  accordance  with 
said  plans  and  the  specifications  forming  a 
part  thereof,  with  such  minor  changes  therein 
as  such  Committee  may  deem  it  expedient  and 
for  the  best  interests  of  this  corporation  to 
adopt;  and  that  the  Building  Committee  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  directed  to 
execute  in  the  name  of  this  corporation  a  con- 
tract for  the  construction  of  a  new  church 
building  in  accordance  with  said  plans  and 
■^>\  specifications,  and  with  the  authority  granted 

hereby  and  contained  herein. 

This  vote  was  passed  by  forty-six  members  voting  in  the  affirmative 
as  against  nine  voting  in  the  negative. 

Thereupon,  upon  motion,  it  was  -ti p>lo  5&- 

VOTED:   That  the  offer  of  a  loan  of  $15,000.00  from  the 

American  Unitarian  Association  to  aid  in  building 
a  new  church  edifice  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
accepted  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  as  specified 
in  a  letter  from  such  association  dated  June  24, 
1922,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed  and  forms 
a  part  of  the  records  of  this  meeting;  and  that  the 
trustees  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and 
directed  to  execute  in  the  name  of  this  corporation 
and  to  affix  the  corporate  seal  thereto,  a  mortgage 
of  the  real  estate  of  the  corporation  to  the  Ameri- 
can Unitarian  Association,  and  a  mortgage  note  se- 
?£$  cured  thereby  as  security  for  such  loan  as  may  be 

made  to  this  corporation  by  said  Association, 

This  vote  was  unanimously  passed. 
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Thereupon,  upon  motion,  it  was 


yU^^     ^ 


t  c^  £&' 


VOTED:      That  the  offer  of  a   loan  of  $4800.00  from  the 

American  Unitarian  Association  to  aid   in  building 
a  new  church  edifice  be,   and  the   same  hereby  is, 
accepted  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  as   speci- 
fied in  a  letter  from  such  Association  dated 
June  24,    1922,    a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed 
and  forms  a  part  of  the  records  of  this  meeting; 
and  that  the  trustees  be,    and  they  hereby  are, 
authorized  and  directed  to   execute  in  the  name   of 
this   corporation  and  to    affix  the  corporate  seal 
thereto  a  mortgage  of  the  real  estate   of  the 
corporation  to  the  American  Unitarian  association, 
and  a  mortgage  note  secured   thereby  as  security 
for   such  loan  as  may  be  made  to  this  corporation 
b;/  such  Association  up  to  $4800.00  and   in  addition 
to  a  loan  of   -)15,000.00  heretofore  accepted  at 
this  meeting. 


I,  Robert  0.   Chesley,   Clerk  of  the  Unitarian  Church  of 
Reading,    do  hereby   certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  ig  a  true 
and  accurate  transcript  from  the  minutes  of  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Members   of  said  Corporation  called  for  April  10,    1923,   and 
adjourned  to  April  16,    1923. 

WITKE3S  my  hand  and  the   seal  of  the   corporation  this 
fourth  day  of  May  A.    D.    1923. 


COMMONWEALTH   OF   MASSACHUSETTS 


May  ¥,    1923. 


Personally  appeared  the  above  named  Robert  0.   Chesley  and 
made   oath     that   the  foregoing  statement  subscribed  by  him  is  true. 


fe) 


Before  me, 
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tide  VII.  Boved  by   .   .  Lorin  ,   hat  the  Society 

rrove  and  rat  if  37  all  acts  and  resolves  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 

during  the  year  closing  with  this  meeting.       PASSED  I 

1  oved  "by  R.   .  Loring,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  be 

hereby  instructed  to  appoint  a  BULL::  the  size 

of  which  be  left  to  their  discretion,  to  secure  nledges  of  an 

additional  sum  of  §8,000.00  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  the 

new  church.  PA     UNAK1    ,Y. 

Boved  by  V.m.  II.   ills  on,  That  the  plans  for  a  n 

church  huilding  as  presented  at  this  meeting  be,  and  hereby  are, 

approved  and  accepted  in  every  respect;  ETC  ETC  (a  sworn  co 

will  be  found  attached  to  the  warrant   between  page  2  &  5) 

A  rising  vote  was  taken  and  forty  six  (46)   were  for  and 

nine  against,  the  balance  of  the  members  present  not  voting  either 

way. 

There  was  much  interesting  and  enthusiastic  speaking  on 

this  motion  but  every  one  felt  that  the  time  had  come  when  we 

could  not  wait  longer,  we  must  either  go  on  or  cease  to  function 

as  a        in  our  Town  .     There  was  applaus*  from  all  when 

the  vote  was  declared,  for  we  all  felt  that  at  last,  after  nearly 

three  years,  our  new  dhurch  Home  was  about  to  be  started. 

It  was  then  moved  and  so  voted  that  we  make  our 

usual     TI01I  of  $1.00  to  the  A.  U.   . 

Lss  :  innie  ;ames  was  elected  a  LIB       I   of  the  A.  U.  A 

Mrs  I.  T.  Perkins  and  Mrs  .   .   ane  -.ere  elected 

lay  Delegates,  and  Rev.   .  ?.  Ham  the  Ministerial  Delegate  to  the 

nnual  convention,  to  be  held  in  Boston,, in  Bay, 1925. 


'he  following  HI  'ere  then  voted  into  the  -OCT 

iars      ti      .  Woodward 
Jesse   .  ."horn 

.Iter   .    ite  Jr. 
Irving  C.  Austin 
. lecnor  Upton, 
ore  being  no  more  Business  under  Art.YII  it  was  moved 
that  Aj7t.lv".  he  now  taken  up. 

Article  IV.    It  was  moved  by  Mr.   .  .   illson  that  the 
article  he  taken  up  in  three  parts.  o  VOTED. 

.rt  I. To  see  if  the  Society  will  ratify  the  offer 
of  the  loan  of  15,000.00  Prom  the  A.  U.  A.       PASSED  U ..  3  - 
-',  ( See  Certified  copy  attached  to  warrant  next  -nage2.) 
Part  2.  nd  also  authorize  of  rustees 

to  borrow  a  further  amount  not  to  exceed  ..'IOpOO.OO  from  the 
same  source  if  further  funds  are  needed  for  the  completion  of  th 
the  church.  Ill  ID. 

art  S.T'o  ratify  a  loan  of  ■  4,800.00  as  pro- 
vided for  in  said  offer  of  the   ...      .  oved  by  Mr. 
Dring   That  the  offer  of  a  loan  of  -4,800.00  from 
the  A.  U.  A.  to  aid  in  building  a  new  church  be,  and  the 
same  is,  accepted  uoon  the  terms  and  conditions  as  speci- 
fied-       ETG*    3,(  see  certified  copy  attached  to  the 


' 


.arrant  Op-oosite  page  2) 


. 
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Article  V.    Re ad, Moved, and  so  voted, To  be  Postponed 
Indef inately. 

rticle  VI.       ,  ,]  oved  and  Voted  to  lie  Indef inately 
postponed. 

[There  "being:  no  more  business  on  the   arr:     r.  0.  B. 
ggles  I.loved  That  the  Society  give  I.Ir.  Richard  F.  Loring 
the  retiring  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  a  rising  vote 
of  thanks  for  the  splendid  work  he  had  done  during  the  past 
year.       This  was  done  right  heartily  for  Mr.  Loring  had 
not  only  worked  hard  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  but  had  also 
been  an  important  factor  and  inspiration  in  the  drive  for  the 
ilding  Fund. 

The  moderator  then  asked  if  there  was  any  more  business 
There  being  none  the  meeting  was  adjourned  at  10.10. 

:~ny   dill  not  leave  the  hall  for  some  time  but  stood 
around  in  little  groups  talking  and  Planning  things  to  be 
done  now  that  we  had  made  the  step  forward.   It  is  now  to  o 

be  to  look  backward, , let  us  all  work  together  put  our  shoulder 
to  the  wheel  and  see  if  we  cant  have  a  start  made  on  May  1st  1983, 


Respectfully  recorded, 


^A«*, 


Clerk.     /f 


^m 
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SPECIAL  MEETING  MAY  22,  1925. 


The  Unitarian  Church  of  Reading,  Lass. 


( 


On  May  12,  1923,  notice  of  a  special  meeting  of  the  Unitarian 
Church  was  sent  to  all  Members  of  the  Corporation.   A  copy  will 
he  found  opposite  page  6. 

The  meeting  was  called  "by  the  Clerk  at  8.15  p.m.  sixteen 
being  present,  the  business  of  the  evening  then  taken  up. 

Article  1   Mr.  Charles  A,  loring  was  elected  Moderator. 

article  2.  The  letter  of  the  A.  U.  A.  was  then  read  and  passed 
unam.    Copy  of  letter  and  the  vote  as  passed  enclosed  between 
page  6  and  7. 

article  3.  Catherine  B.  'Jeatherbee  voted  into  the  Corporation. 

Article  4.  Moved  and  so  voted  that  the  treasurer  purchase  a 
Corporate  Seal  as  is  to  be  found  on  vote  passed  on  A.  U.  A.  letter,  t 

Article  5.  Moved  by  Mr.  Morton,  seconded  and  so  voted','  That 
the  Trustees  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  directed  to  effect 
a  sale  of  the  Parsonage  property  on  Linden  .it.  ,  at  the  best  price 


they  can  secure. 


This  was  amended  by  Mr.  R.  F.  Loring,  ,f 


That  the  Trustees  may  not  dispose  of  the  above  property  until  the 

New  Parsonage  be  nearly  ready  for  occupancy."       (This  was  done 

so  the  Minister  .ould  not  be  required  to  move  twice. ) 

Moved,  seconded  and  so  voted*  "Taat  the  Trustees  be 

and  hereby  are  authorized  and  directed  to  execute  a  mortgage 

on  the  property  owned  by  the  corporation  and  situated  on  Linden  St. , 

and  sign  a  mortgage  note.    Uhe  proceeds  to  be  used  in  making  the 

alterations  on  the  Hew  Parsonage. 

adjourned  at  8.45  p.  m. 


Respectfully  recorded, 


HMA 


/ 


AMERICAN  UNITARIAN  ASSOCIATION 
25  Beaoon  St. , 
''#  Boston,  Mass. 

READING.  MASS. 


fc 


May  10,1923 


Mr.    Wilson, 
o/o   Blo<?get  &  Co. , 
60  State   St., 

Boston,   Mass. 

My  dear  Mr.  Wilson: 

Confirming  the  arrangement  made  with  your 
committee  and  lately  ratified  by  the  action  of  our  Board  of 
Directors,  the  American  Unitarian  Association  has  agreed  to 
make  total  advances  to  the  Unitarian  Church  of  Reading  of 
$26,500.00  including  the  money  already  expended,  $4,800.00, 
for  the  purpose  of  the  new  lot  of  land  on  woburn  and  summer 
Streets.   The  repayment  of  this  total  amount  is  to  be  made  as 
follows:  a  note  or  notes  secured  by  a  first  mortgage  on  all 
of  the  TDroporty,  title  of  which  will  be  deeded  to  the  Unitarian 
Church  of  Reading  at  the  same  time  the  mortgage  is  executed  and 
ready  to  be  placed  on  record.   The  mortgage  is  to  be  without 
interest  as  long  as  the  payments  are  made  in  due  oourse  as  set 
forth  in  the  following  schedule.   If  any  payment  becomes  in 
arrears  interest  on  all  the  balance  of  ?26,500.00  will  then 
begin  to  run  at  the  rate  of  5fo   from  that  time  until  date  of 
payment  in  full. 

Payments  are  to  be  made  - 


1925 

- 

#1,500. 

1926 

- 

1,500. 

1927 

m 

1,500 

1928 

m 

1,500 

1929 

- 

5,000 

1930 

- 

1,500 

1931 

- 

1,500 

1932 

• 

1,500 

1933 

m 

1,500 

1934 

- 

5,000 

1935 

m 

1,500 

1936 

- 

1,500 

1937 

- 

1,500 

I 

26,500. 

-  Final  payment 


The  Association  has  agreed  to  waive  its  usual  practice 
of  having  guarantors  upon  the  note  or  notes. 

If  you  will  have  the  proper  vote  passed  at  a  duly 
called  meeting  authorizing  the  giving  of  a  mortgage  for  the 
total  amount  of  $26,500.00  to  take  the  place  of  any  previous 
votes  authorizing  mortgage  and  loan  for  smaller  amount,  also 


i 


\f 


^espeo 
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indicating  the  proper  officers  to  execute  the  mortgage  and  note 
or  note 8,  we  will  have  a  vote  passed  by  our  Directors  at  their 
meeting  two  weeks  from  today  authorizing  the  conveyance  of  the 
property  from  the  Association  to  the  Unitarian  Church  of  Reading. 

It  is  further  to  be  understood  that  if,  in  any  year, 
money  is  available  for  payment  on  account  of  the  loan  in  excess 
of  the  stipulated  sum  due  in  the  above  schedule,  that  such 
excess  shall  be  paid  over  and  credited  on  the  last  payments,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  this  will  frequently  occur  so  that  the  whole 
obligation  may  be  paid  off  before  the  clese  of  the  period 
stipulated,  namely,  April  1937. 

You  and  your  associates  will  appreciate  the  very  substan- 
tial contribution  which  the  Association  is  making  to  the  Reading 
church  in  waiving  any  claim  for  interest,  and  that  in  view  of  this 
substantial  aid,  other  churches  will  appreciate  your  prompt 
anticipation  of  payments  so  that  funds  may  be  available  for  use 
with  them  as  their  needs  arise.   In  short,  we  can  always  use  far 
more  money  than  is  available ,  and  in  devoting  so  large  an  amount 
toward  putting  through  the  heading  enterprise  wo  are  standing  off 
others  who  would  be  glad  of  the  help  vouchsafed  to  you. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Henry  U,  Williams, 


Treasurer 
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VOTED:    That  the  trustees  of  this  corporation,  or  a  majority 
of  then,  he,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and 
directed  to  execute  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  thiB 
corporation  a  mortgage  to  the  American  Unitarian 
Association  of  the  real  estate  situated  on  the  corner 
of  Summer  Avenue  and  Woburn  Street  in  Reading,  Massachu- 
setts, forthwith  upon  its  acquisition  of  title  thereto, 
to  the  total  amount  of  twenty-six  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  (§26,500.00);  and  that  said  Trustees  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  further  authorized  to  execute  a  note 
or  notes  to  be  secured  by  said  mortgage,  said  note  or 
notes  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  said  principal 
sum  of  twenty-eix  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
($26,500.00)  in  annual  payments  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  ($$1500.00)  each,  except  that  every  fifth  (5th) 
year  the  annual  payment  shall  be  five  thousand  dollars 
($5000),  the  first  of  such  annual  payments  to  be  due 
y^ and  payable  April  1st,  1925;  subsequent  payments  to  continue 
/      until  the  whole  principal  sum  is  paid;  said  note  or  notes 

shall  provide  that  no  interest  shall  be  payable  on  said  total 
sum  of  twenty-six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ($26,500.00), 
except  that,  if  any  annual  payment  be  in  arrears,  then  in- 
terest on  the  entire  unpaid  balance  of  said  total  sum  of 
twenty-six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ($26,500.00)  shall 
be  payable  thereafter  at  the  rate  of  five  percent  {$%)   per 
annum;  that  the  authority  herein  granted  is  in  substitution 
for,  and  not  in  addition  to,  the  authority  heretofore  granted 
to  the  officers  of  this  corporation  to  execute  a  mortgage  and 
notes  to  be  secured  thereby,  of  the  property  above  referred  to; 
and  that  such  previous  authority  be,  and  the  sane  hereby  is, 
rescinded  and  cancelled. 
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No.  37 


CORNER  STONE  NEW  UNITARIAN  CHURCH 


Will  Be  Laid  Next  Sunday  at  Four  With  Appropriate  Exercises 

Including  Addresses  by  Dr.  Eliot 

and  Dr.  Wadlin 


Next  Sunday,  September  9,  at  4  p.  m., 
the  corner  stone  cf  the  new  Unitarian 
church,  at  the  corner  of  Woburn  st.  and 
Summer  ave.,  will  be  laid,  with  appropri- 
ate exercises  in  which  the  public  is  invit- 
ed to  take  part. 

The  program,  which  has  been  issued  in 
print  form,  is  %  follows : 
Hymn— "Old    Hundred" 
Responsive    Beading — Minister    and 

Congregation 
Prayer — Rev.  Payson  E.  Pierce 
Representing      the      Churches      of 
Reading 
Address — Rev.  Samuel  A.  Eliot,  D.  D. 
Representing    the    Unitarian    Fel- 
lowship 
Address — Mr.    Horace    G.    Wadlin, 
Litt.    D. 

Representing  the   Church  member- 
ship 
Laying  of  the  Corner  Stone 

Mr.  Willard  P.  Adden,  Mr.  Percy 
N.  Sweetser — Representing  the 
architects  and  the  building  com- 
mittee 
Hymn — By  Rev.,  Marion  Franklin 
Ham — written  for  the  occasion 

O  Power  divine,  that  ever  calls 

Our  wayward  wills  to  do  thy  will, 
With  patient  love  persuading  still! 

To  thee  we  rear  these  sacred  walls. 
The  darkness  shrouds  our  earthly  way, 

And  evil  binds  our  mortal  sight; 
But  ever  shines  the  one  clear  light, 

That  leads  our  groping  souls  to  pray. 
With  hands  of  faith  that  reach  to  Thee, 

And   vaguely  search    the   vast   un- 
known, 
We  lay  this  graven  corner  stone, 

And  trust  the  Power  we  cannot  see. 
Invoking  Thee,  we  build  the  shrine, 


And  fashion  here  a  holy  place, 
Where  we  may  meet  Thee  face  to  face, 

And  mold  our  lesser  lives  to  Thine. 
O  changeless  Love,  whose  tender  care 

Guards  helpless  acre   and  bouyant 
youth, 
Grant  Thou  the  Spirit 's  grace  and  truth 

To  all  who  seek  this  house  of  prayer. 

Benediction — Rev.   Sameul  A.   Eliot, 
D.  D. 

In  the  spirit  of  good  fellowship,  the 
members  of  the  church  cordially  invite 
their  friends  in  the  other  churches  of 
Reading  to  be  present,  and  take  part  La 
the  ceremony. 
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IDEAL  AFTERNOON  ADDED 

INTEREST  TO  CEREMONY 


Of  Laying  the  Corner  Stone  of  New  Unitarian  Church 

Edifice — Many  Attend  Notable  Exer= 

cises— Ideal  Afternoon 


Address  of  the  Reverend  Samuel  A.  Eliot, 
D.    D. 

It  is  a  very  real  pleasure  to  me,  my 
friends,  that  your  good  will  and  your 
courtesy  permit  me  to  be  with  you  this 
afternoon  and  to  bring  to  the  members 
of  tliis  congregation  and  the  people  of 
this  community  the  greetings  of  our 
whole  fellowship  of  free  churches. 

You  arq^  testifying  in  this  goodly 
building  to  your  belief  in  the  persisting 
and  continuing  power  and  influence  and 
usefulness  of  the  Christian  Church.  You 
are  testifying  to  your  confidence  that  the 
church  of  the  free  spirit,  simple  and  sin- 
cere in  all  its  methods,  inclusive  in  its 
sympathy,  democratic  in  its  fellowship, 
has  now  power  and  grace  and  opportuni- 
ties in  this  goodly  community.  We  are 
all  rejoicing  with  you  for  we  have 
watched  with  interested  appreciation  the 
pluck  and  the  persistence  and  the  gener- 
osity of  the  members  of  this  congregatiou 
and  this  community  who  have  contributed 
to  this  enterprise. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  strength  of 
any  life,  and  it  is  true  of  either  the  in- 
dividual or  of  the  institution,  can  justly 
be  measured  by  its  continuity  and  its 
sense  of  new  beginning.  You  are  con- 
scious of  those  two  things — the  root  of 
your  church  life  down  in  the  rich  soil  of 
a  past  life  and  the  capacity  to  take  a  new 
start.  You  are  able  to  preserve  the  good 
that  the  past  has  had  and  at  the  same 
time  you  are  welcoming  new  ideas  and 
incisures  and  possibilities.  You  are 
joining  the  stability  that  comes  with 
maturity   with  the   elasticity   of  youth. 

Now  it  is  easy  nowadays,  and  lots  of 
people  indulge  it,  to  think  and  to  say 
that  the  chureh  is  a  kind  of  super- 
annuated institution  living  still  on  the 
inertia  that  comes  from  a  past  genera- 
tion, but  here  I  rejoice  to  see  you  are 
giving  this  ample  testimony  to  your 
confidence  in  the  present  usefulness  of 
such  ;iii  institution. 

It  is  no  Pharisaical  or  formal  or  dog- 
matic kind  of  a  chureh  to  which  you  are 
pledging  your  new  fresh  loyalty  today. 
It  is  the  church  of  the  open  mind,  of  the 
open  way;  free,  elastic,  anxious  to  be  of 
service  in  and  through  this  whole  com- 
munity. I  rejoice  in  this  evidence  of 
your   loyalty  and  usual  good   will. 

This  house  of  stone  and  brick  and 
wood  will  soon  reach  its  completion,  but, 
my  friends,  let  us  not  forget  that  the 
church  of  the  spirit  must  be  forever 
building.  It'  never  reaches  completion 
and  its  power  is  to  be  found  in  the  spirit- 
ual vitality  of  each  and  every  member 
of  this  congregation,  your  grasp  on  the 
truth,    your    insight   into    spiritual    real- 


ities, your  spirit  of  brotherhood  and 
good  will,  your  usefulness  in  this  com- 
munity. You  are  showing  us  here  today 
that  while  you  intend — and  I  inelude 
myself — to  live  the  life  of  our  day  and 
generation  we  do  still  propose  to  keep 
ourselves  through  such  an  institution  as 
this  in  contact  with  the  Eternal  Source 
of  Power.  We  propose  to  still  speak 
the  tongue  of  our  time  and  our  genera- 
tion, but  we  don't  propose  to  forget  the 
language  of  the  realm  where  One 
reigns  whose  voice  is  the  music  of  many 
waters. 

These  are  high  adventures  through 
which  you  are  renewing  your  loyalty  to- 
day. In  this  house  of  prayer  you  are 
turning  your  abstract  ideals  into  con- 
crete form.  You  are  linking  your  per- 
sonal religion  to  the  spiritual  life  of  this 
whole  community  and  in  this  high  en- 
deavor I  bid  you  Godspeed. 


Address    by     Mr.    Horace     G.    Wadlin, 
Litt  Dr. 

We  join  today  to  lay  the  corner  stone 
of  our  church  building.  It  is  to  be  a 
Christian  Church, — let  us  have  a  realizing 
sense  of  that.  A  chureh  not  less  Chris- 
tian although  it  happens  to  be  called 
Unitarian.  You  will  note  that  I  speak 
with  humility.  I  do  not  say  more 
Christian,  but  not  less  Christian  merely 
because  it  places  less  emphasis  than 
others  deem  necessary  upon  certain  doc- 
trinal points,  or  stresses  the  life  and 
teachings  of  Jesus,  rather  than  his 
sacrificial  death.  I  trust  we  do  not  min- 
imize the  nobility  of  the  sacrifice,  even 
if  we  do  not  claim  its  atonement  for  any 
personal  shortcomings  of  ours. 

We  do  not  mean  to  raise  here  only  a 
monument  to  the  theological  concept  of 
the  sacrificial  power  of  a  crucified  Christ, 
however  important  that  concept  may  seem 
to  others,  whose  views  we  regard  without 
prejudice  and  with  whom  we  seek  no 
i|i:an-e!.     We  an  k  with  any 

who,  differently  '  estimating  its  impor- 
tance, nevertheless  seek  to  promote  the 
beauty  of  the  personal  Christian  life, 
to  maintain  the  high  morality  of  our 
beloved  town,  to  sustain  the  welfare  of 
our  nation.  But  our  special  work  here  is  to 
raise  a  memorial  to  the  living  Christ, 
whose  abiding  spirit  still  has  power  to 
transform  the  hearts  of  men.  And  as  a 
branch  of  the  Christian  fellowship  hold- 
ing this  view,  we  acknowledge  and  accept 
tllfe  responsibility  such  a  view  entails. 

One 's  thought  naturally  turns  to  a 
letter  written  some  1900  years  ago,  by 
one  who  was  laying  the  foundation  of  a 
Christian  Church,  not  a  building  but  an 

Continued  on  page  thtee 
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institution,  and  who  knew  well  what  he, 
at    least,    was    trying    to    do; — a    letter  \ 
addressed  to  a  little  company  of  the  fel- 
lowship.    "I   have   laid  the    foundation, 
as  a  good  master-builder, ' '  he  said ;  ' '  but 
let  every  man  take  heed  how  he  buildeth  I 
thereon. ' '     And  then  he  points  out  that  j 
for  a  Christian  fellowship  there  can  be 
no  other  foundation  "than  that  is  laid, 
which  is  Jesus  Christ." 

He  then  describes  the  building  he  pro- 
posed to  have  rest  on  this  foundation. 
Not  a  structure  of  brick  or  stone,  not 
something  to  be  brought  to  fruition  in 
some  other  state  of  being,  but  a  perfected 
temple  of  God.  And  he  defines:  "know 
ye  not  that  ye  are  the  temple  of  God? 
And  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in 
you?"  So  far  it's  all  delightfully  in  the 
present.  Not  something  to  be,  but  some- 
thing which  is.  He  proposed  to  perfect 
this  temple  by  exemplifying  in  it  a  per- 
sonal life,  something  which  every  man 
may  build  on  the  foundation  if  he  will 
take  heed.  But  let  nobody  deceive  him- 
self about  it,  for  his  work  shall  be  tried, 
even  as  by  fire. 

Today  in  laying  this  material  corner 
stone  we  are  not  therefore  beginning  a 
new  enterprise.  We  are  indeed  seeking 
to  perpetuate  and  carry  still  farther  what 
was  done  in  the  Beading  of  the  thirties, 
when  a  few  earnest  souls  found  them- 
selves no  longer  satisfied  with  the  inter- 
pretation then  placed  upon  the  faith  re- 
ceived from  the  fathers.  They  felt  that 
the  letter  obscured  the  spirit, — that  the 
essential  thing  for  them  was  not  intel- 
lectual hair-splitting  over  phrases,  but 
that  same  inner  spirit  which  alone  gives 
phrases  life  and  warmth;  that  church 
fellowship  should  not  be  restricted  to 
those  who  believed  or  assented  to 'certain 
doctrinal  statements,  but  ought  to  be 
broad  enough  to  encircle  and  enfold  all 
of  good  will.  That  the  pulpit  ought  to' 
be  open  to  all  teachers  who  had  a  helpful 
ward  to  speak  about  the  divine  message, 
add  so  they  asked  the  did  Church  to  re- 
ceive and  welcome  all  ministers  who  ex- 
emplified in  character  t"he  teachings  of  the 
Master,  irrespective  of  differences  in  the 
interpretation  of  certain  doctrinal  creeds; 
and  failing  to  receive  an  affirmative  re- 
sponse to  their  request,  they  joined  here 
to  establish  a  Church  founded  upon  con- 
duct and  character,  rather  than  upon  the 
binding  acceptance  of  any  credal  state- 
as  a  condition  of  Christian  fel- 
lowship, even  though  such  credal  state- 
ments might  be  true  and  intellectually 
authentic, — a  Church  which  as  they 
1  it,  aimed  'Mo  promote  pure  and 
evangelical  principles  of  practical  relig- 
ion and  morality.''  It  was  a  view  of  the 
Church's  place  which  now,  85  years  later, 
still  needs  to  be  emphasised,  as  a  solvent 
of  the  problems  that  are  pressing  upon  a 
troubled  world.  In  Beading  the  begin- 
ning of  Unitarianism  did  not  inv. 
turning  over  of  the  old  Church,  as  in 
many    Massachusetts    towns.        Jt 

tg   out  from   the   old   into  the   new; 
a    burning    of    bridg  unplete    ro- 

onrntatton. 


We  are",  by 

',     their     i  v     laid     no 

.lion  stone,  other  than   that   is  laid. 
They   .simply   hel 

faint  and  flickering  light  those 
■upathy  with,  them  might  gather. 
The  light  of  the  tonh  went  down  at  last, 
burned  dim,  went  out.  But  only  for  a 
moment.  Again,  at  a  later  date,  it  was 
re-lighted  and  raised  aloft  until,  finally, 
it  shone  clear  and  white,  and  this  time, 
under  its  light  a  material  foundation 
stone  was  set,  and  this  we  .relay  today 
in  the  block  which  we  place  in  this 
building,  a  building  which  is  to  stand 
for  us  and  for  our  descendants  as  the 
Christian  Union  stood  for  us  and  for  our 
predecessors. 

You  see,  as  I  have  said,  we  as  a  people 
must  remember  that  it  is  no  new  enter- 
prise we  are  starting,  but  the  enlargement 
and  continuation  of  an  old  one.  And 
therein  lies  hope.  New  enterprises  some- 
times fail.  This  cannot  fail  because  it 
rests  upon  something  more  permanent 
than  the  material  stratum  of  good  mother 
earth  upon  which  we  place  this  stone. 
It  enlists  our  enthusiasm  for  the  future, 
our  traditions  of  the  past.  Its  unchang- 
pports  are  the  qualities  of  faith,  of 
courage,  of  hope,  of  sacrifice  which  we  of 
the  church  membership  are  able  to  put  un- 
der it, — qualities  which  are  not  visible  to 
the  eye  of  sense,  but  which  you  and  I 
know,  are  nevertheless  the  spiritual  sup- 
port of  any  enterprise.  They  have  held 
together  the  Christian  fellowship  from  the 
beginning,  and  have  supported  our  Church 
in  Beading  through  all  the  rolling  years. 
They  have  brought  us  to  this  point  in  our 
church  history.  They  remain  unshaken 
as  we  20  on  to  meet  the  future.  "For 
the  things  which  are  seen  are  temporal, 
but  the  things  which  are  not  seen  are 
eternal." 


Contents  of   Box 
[Bead  by  Clerk  Eobert  0.  Chesley] 
List  of  contents  of  box  placed  in  the 
Corner     Stone     of    the    new     Unitarian 
Church,  Beading,  laid  Sept.  9,   1923. 

1.  Memoranda  relating  to  erection  of 
church,  including  transcript  of  votes  of 
church  relating  thereto,  appointment  of 
building  committee,  canvassing  commit- 
tees, selection  of  architects  and  plan, 
securing   of  funds,  etc. 

2.  Copy  of  Constitution  of  the  Church. 

3.  Copy  of  pledge  card  used  in  obtain- 
ing building  fund. 

4.  Programme  for  laying  the  Corner 
Stone. 

5.  Copy  of  Parish  Bulletin  for  June, 
1923,  with  "Bond  of  Fellowship," 
Church  Organization,  the  organization  of 
the  ' '  Church  School, ' '  Unity  Club  Branch 
Alliance,  the  local  Chapter  of  the  Lay- 
mens'  League,  and  the  Young  People's 
Beligious  Union. 

6.  Photograph  of  the  Pastor,  Bev.  M. 
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F.    Ham. 

7.  View  of  the  Church,  from  archi- 
tect's drawing,  with  full  description  of 
the  building. 

8.  List  of  subscribers  to  the  mainten- 
ance   of  the   Church.   1921-1922. 

9.  Latest  Annual  Report  of  the  Uni- 
tarian Laymen's  League. 

10.  Letters  of  congratulation  to  the 
Church  on  going  "over  the  top"  in  the 
campaign  for  the  great  Denominational 
Fund,  and  upon  pledging  its  great  quota 
for  the  five  year  period. 

11.  Views  of  all  the  churches  in  Read- 
ing, including  a  street  view  showing  the 
old  Christian  Union  Church,  also  a  view  of 
Odd  Fellows'  Building,  where  church 
services  have  been  held  since  the  old 
church  was  sold.  Also  various  views 
about  the  town,  including  the  Municipal 
Building  (occupying  site  of  building 
where  the  first  Unitarian  Church  held  its 
services),  the  Public  Library,  the  High 
School,  the  Highland  School,  and  the 
Common. 

12.  Current  issues  of  the  Reading 
Chronicle,  The  Boston  Transcript,  The 
Boston  Herald. 


There  have  been  taken  from  the  old  Cor- 
ner Stone  box  of  the  recently  demolished 
Christian  Union  Church,  and  replaced 
herein,  the  following: 

1.  List  of  members  when  the  old 
Church  was  built  (of  whom  but  seven 
survive),  with  historical  sketch  of  old 
Church,  its  basis  of  fellowship,  etc. 

2.  Program  of  exercises  of  laying  of 
Corner  Stone   of   old   Church. 

3.  Photograph  of  Rev.  E.  B.  Fair- 
child,  pastor  at  that  time. 


List    of    surviving    members    of    time 
I  when  old  church  was  built. 
Mrs.    Harley    Prentiss 
Mrs.  Henry  Holden 
Mrs.  Dr.  F.  F.  Brown 
Mrs.   Abby  C.   Clapp 
Mrs.  Henry  Cook 
Mrs.  Harley  Gowing 
Mrs.  Mina  Hall  Ruggles 


Hymn 
By  Rev.  Mr.  Ham 
0  Power  divine,  that  ever  calls 

Our  wayward  wills  to  do  thy  will, 
With  patient  love  persuading  still! 

To  thee  we  Tear  these  sacred  walls. 
The  darkness  shrouds  our  earthly  way, 

And  evil  binds  our  mortal  sight; 
But  ever  shines  the  one  clear  light, 

That  leads  our  groping  souls  to  pray. 
With  bauds  of  faith  that  reach  to  Thee, 
Atad  vaguely   search   the   vast  un- 
known, 
We  lay  this  graven  corner  stone, 

And  trust  the  Power  we  cannot  see. 
Invoking  Thee,  we  build  the  shrine, 

And  fashion  here  a  holy  .place, 
Where  we  may  meet  Thee  face  to  face, 

And  mold  our  lesser  lives  to  Thine. 
O  changeless  Love,  whose  tender  care 
Guards   helpless   asre   and  bouyant 
nth, 

Thou  the  Spirit's  grace  and  truth 
To  all  who  seek  this  house  of  prayer. 




Letter  Enclosing  Check  For  $100 
First   Church  of  Christ,    Scientist 
Reading,    Massachusetts 
tembcr   9th,    1923. 
Unitarian  Church   of  Reading. 
Dear  Friends:  + 

The  First  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist, 
Reading,  heartily  extends  to  you  at  this 
time,  joy  and  happiness  in  your  labor  of 
love. 

Please  accept  this  little  token  of  love, 
and  may  God's  richest  blessings  be  yours. 
Very  sincerely  yours, 

Board  of  Directors. 
Mildred    Barton,    Clerk. 


Order  of  Service 

Hymn—' '  Old   Hundred ' ' 

Responsive  Reading — Minister  and 
Congregation 

Prayer — Rev.  Payson  E.  Pierce 
Representing      the      Churches      of 
Reading 

Address — Rev.  Samuel  A.  Eliot,  v.  D. 
Representing  the  Unitarian  Fel- 
lowship 

Address — Mr.  Horace  G.  Wadlin, 
Litt.   D. 

Representing  the  Church  member- 
ship 

Laying  of  the  Corner  Stone 

Mr.  Willard  P.  Adden,  Mr.  Percy 
N.  Sweetser — Representing  the 
architects  and  the  building  com- 
mittee 

Hymn — By  Rev.,  Marion  Franklin 
Ham — written  for  the  occasion 

Benediction— Rev. .  Samuel  A.  Eliot, 
D.  D. 


Notable  Event  in  Reading  Church  History 

A  large  and  representative  gather- 
ing of  townspeople  was  present — includ- 
ing, beside  the  full  strength  of  the  Uni- 
tarian Church  and  congregation,  those  of 
other  religious  faiths  responding  to  the 
invitation :  "  In  the  spirit  of  good  f  ellow- 
sliip,  the  members  of  the  church  cordially 
invite  their  friends  in  the  other  churches 
of  Reading  to  be  present,  and  take  part 
in  the  ceremony." 

The  spirit  was  of  rejoicing  and  con- 
rgraulation.  Reading  is  to  have  a  new 
beautiful  church  edifice,  complete  in  all 
the  latest  appointments,  which  besides 
being  ideal  for  the  purposes  of  the 
church  will  by  its  attractiveness  be  an 
appreciable,  addition  to  and  an  asset  of 
the   town. 

The  occasion  was  fortunate  in  the 
speakers — Rev.  Samuel  Eliot,  D.  D., 
president  of  the  American  Unitarian 
Association,  and  Dr.  Horace  Wadlin, 
each  complementing  the  other  and  both 
bringing  new  and  stimulating  thought 
demanding  consideration. 

After  the  exercises  many  inspected  the 
new  edifice  as  far  as  it  was  completed 
and  many  expressions  of  pleasure  and 
admiration  were  overheard. 
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THj]  AUNUA1  MEETIHG,  A£RI1  8,  1924. 


The  Warrant  for  this  meeting  was  sent  out  on  April  I,  1924. 


The  meeting  was  caned  to  order  by  the  Clerk  at  7.30  P-  M.  and 
Mr.  Chesley  Said.   that  "  although  the  bylaws  said  nothing  about 
the  Clerk  making  a  speech  he  wouid  like  to  say  a  few  words.    The 
Gavel  used  to  call  this  meeting  to  order  is  made  from  a  piece  of 
lumber  from  the  old  church  building,  the  handle  being  one  of  the 
stops  of  the  old  organ.    5 e  have  never  had  anything  to  can  a 


} 


meeting  to  order  with  and  we  are  indebted  to  Dr.  M.  E.  Brande  for 


this  fitting  memento." 


It  was  then  moved,  seconded  and  so 


voted,  that  Dr.  Brande  be  given  a  rising  vote  of  thanks. 


Art.  I.  Blect  a  Moderator,    Judge  J  .7  Morton  did  the 


honors. 


D 


Art  2.   -lect  new  members 

..Irs  Clyde  MacCornack 


Harry  J  Barclay  • 
Helen  A.  llodding 
Mildred  £  Boyle  - 
Leonard  J  llodding 

Robert  M  Barclay  . 


Florence  M  Barclay 
"thel  ..  Temple  - 
Edith  B  Morse ■ 
Howard  S  Morse- 


.7.  Ronald  Smith 
krt   3.    :iectiom  and  report  of  Officers,   to  be  found 

between  pages  12  and  13. 
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Art.  4   To  ratify  all  acts  of  the  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES,  etc. 

Moved, seconded,  and  voted  unam.   to  ratify  and  accept  all  acts  and  vote3. 
(fir.    8.  ff.  Loring.  ) 

Art  5.  Moved,  seconded  and  so  voted  to  ratify  all  acts  of 
the  Building  Committee /Mr  Haggles) Also  under  this  Article  two  votes 
hereto  attached  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  A.  U.  A.   Voted 


unam. 


Art  6.  Any  other  Business 

Mr  Willson  spoke  on  the  ^25.00  a  share  letter  sent  out 
on  the  lots  of  land  and  as  these  are  not  coming  very  rapidly  Mr  Ruggles 
:..oved  that  "if  not  enough  were  recieved  to  make  the  thing  a  success 
within  the  next  two  weeks  the  money  he  returned  to  all  who  had  subscribed 
do  voted. 

Mr  Ruggles  ..lade  an  appeal  to  the  men  to  turn  out  to 
the  next  Laymens  league  Meeting  and  show  the  world  that  we  had  a  bunch  of 
men  in  the  church  that  were  just  as  much  alive  as  the  women  in  the  Unity 
Club.    Moved  A.  U.  a.  Campn  fnd  be  referred  to  the  Laymens  League •   3o 


Voted 


£ 


♦ 


UNITARIAN    CHURCH    OF    READING 
"THE    COMMUNITY    CHURCH- 
READING,    Mass. 


The  Annual  Meeting  is  called  for 
Tuesday,  April  8,  1924,  in  Community  Hall, 
oorner  of  Woburn  Street  and  Summer  Avenue. 
The  Unity  Club  will  give  the  regular  monthly 
supper  at  6:3C  und  the  meeting  will  follow 
immediately.  Those  who  do  not  attend  the 
supper  and  wish  to  attend  the  Annual  Meeting 
should  be  there  not  later  than  7:15  P.?/. 

This  is  the  first  business  meeting 
to  be  held  in  the  new  Church  building  and  every 
member  should  make  a  special  effort  to  attend, 
to  hear  the  reports  of  the  officers  and 
committees  so  all  may  know  what  has  been 
accomplished. 

The  warrant  under  which  the  meeting 
is  called  is  as  follows: 


Art.  1.  To  elect  a  moderator. 

Art.  2.  Vote  in  new  members. 

Art.  3.  Heport  of  all  officers,  ana  ..lection. 

*rt.  4.  To  ratify  all  acts  and  votes  of  the 

Board  of  Trustees  for  the  year 

1923-1924,  or  what  shall  be  done  in 

relation  thereto. 
Art.  5.  To  ratify  all  acts  of  the  Building 

Committee  or  what  shall  be  done  in 

relation  thereto. 
Art.  6.  Any  other  business  that  may  properly 

come  before  this  meeting. 

THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES, 


Clerk. 
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Mirror  in  the  Ladies  Parlor 
Brass  candle  sticks 


Chancel  table  and  chairs. 

...oved.  Building  Committee  instructed  to  send  a  copy  of  their  report  to 
Holt  &Fairehild  to -ether  with  a  vote  of  appreciation.   /ote  unaic. 

Previous  to  the  meeting  a  supper  was  given  under  the  able  chairman- 
ship of  Mrs.  R.  F.  Loring.       There  were  128  persons  served  at  the 


$1.00  Voted  to  the  A.  U.  A.   as  usual 

Mrs.  G.  J.  3.  Ide  and  Mrs.  I.  3.  Perkins  elected  as  Delegates 
to  the  annual  Convention.      Mr  Ham  as  the  Ministerial  Delegate. 

Mr.  Adden  was  elected  as  chairman  of  the  Publicity  committee 
for  the  I9th  of  April  Church  Comrnunit;/  day  to  grade  the  church  grounds, 
and  Mr  Sweetser  general  chairman  of  the  day.    It  is  hoped  to  get  the 
grounds  in  fair  shape  in  one  day  every  one  helping. 

Mr.  i.iansfield  moved  that  the  Trustees  be  instructed  to  purchase 
new  cushions  for  the  church  pews.       3o  Voted. 

Mr  Huggles  moved  that  "the  Clork  send  a  letter  of  thanks  and 
appreciation  of  this  corporation  to  all  persons  who  have  or  may  give 

gifts  to  the  church,   the  following  are  those  to  date;- 

Mr  Bdw.iheak  Pulpit   and   Lecturn 

-:r.    .obert   Powle  Collection  Plates 

Judere  and  Mrs   J  ff.   Llorton  Chancel  Cross. 

Mr  and   Mr 8.    G.    V,r.    3.    Ide 
Mr  and  Mrs   0  M  V/'ade 

r  alvan  Clark  tr   for 
.  rs  rinkham 
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tables  and  the  food  was  as  always  at  one  of  our  suppers 
plentyful  and  delicious  no  one  leaving  the  table  unsatisfied. 

jf  this  number  82  remained  for  the  meeting  which  followed  ircme- 


diately, 


Adjourned  at  10.00  P. 


Respectfully  recorded. 


fe. 


k. 


VOTES  FOR  READIMG  SOCI/TY 


) 


The  Building  Committee  reported;  that  in  order  to  com- 
plete the  church  nnd  parsonage  in  accordance  with  the  accept- 
ed designs  and  plans,  it  had  been  necessary  to  exceed  the  appro- 
priation by  a  sum  of  not  more  than  C5000;   that  arrangements 
had  been  mr.de  with  the  American  Unitarian  Association  for  the 
temporary  financing  of  this  additional  expenditure;  and  that 
the  Association  had  agreed  to  release  from  its  mortrage  suf- 
ficient property  to  enable  the  church  to  raise  such  additional 
sum  by  ■  Mortgage  on  the  parsonage,  T.ith  the  unc     ading  that 
as  soon  as  such  mortgage  should  be  paid,  and  discharged,  the  pro- 
perty should  be"  re-conveyed  to  the  Association  to  be  held  under 
the  terms  of  the  existing  mortgage  to  it,  and  thereupon «  in  con- 
sideration thereof,  it  was 

VOTED: 

That  the  treasurer,  , 

be  and  Is  hereby  authorized  to  borrov.  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  on  a  temporary 
loan  from  the    rican  Unitarian  association, 
and  for  the  yurpose  of  discharging  such  loan 
to  borrow  a  sum  not  to  exceed  five  thousand 
dollars  from  a  savings  bank,  trust  company,  or 
other  corporation  or  individual;  to  give  as 
security  therefore  a  mortgage  upon  the  parson- 
age belonging  to  this  church;  and  to  execute 
and  deliver  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  su  h 
church  any  deeds  or  other  instruments  in  writ- 
ing which  may  be  necessary  or  convenient  in  the 
premises. 

That  whenever  the  mortgage  last  above 
mentioned  shall  be  released  or  discharged,  t  e 
property  covered  by  such  mortgage  shall  be  re- 
conveyed  to  the  American  Unitarian  association 

j  be  held  by  it  under  the  terms  of  tbo  exist- 
ing mortgage  loan  made  to  this  church  by  said 

ssoci  tion. 


cn&Ji' 


- 
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The  Trustees  of  The  Unitarian  Church  of  heading 
or  a  Majority  of  them  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed 
to  sign,  execute  and  delirer  in  the  name  of  and  in  behalf  of 
this  Corporation  a  deed  conveying  to  William  h.  Killam 
and  Henrietta  a.  Killam  as  tenants  by  the  entirety  the 
real  estate  belonging  to  said  Corporation*  situated  in 
said  reading  on  Linden  Street,  known  as  the  Parsonage 
estate  of  said  Corporation  on  payment  to  them  of  the 
sum  of  seventy- fire  hundred  dollars •( $7500* ) 


^/yU^e,     Ctr^ 
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special  meet  mo  july  7.  1924. 


o 


Held  in  Community  Hall  7.30  July  7.  1924  for  the  transaction  of 


important  legal  business. 


V/ARRAIIT. 


artl.  To  ilect  a  .Moderator. 

art  2  To  authorize  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  sign, 

execute  and  deliver  a  deed  conveying  in  behalf 
of  the  corporation,""     "parsonage  on  Linden  3t. 

art  3  Any  other  business  that  may  legally  come  before  this 
meeting. 


R.0.CHE3LEY. 


Clerk. 


Called  to  order  3y  the  Clerk  23  being  present. 


Mr  J  ;7  Morton  elected  Moderator. 

art  2. 

Moved  seconded  and  unam  votedthat ,"the  Trustees  of  theflnitarian 
church  of  leading  of  a  Majority  of  them  are  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  sign  .execute  and  deliver  in  the  name  of  and  in  behalf  of 
this  corporation  a  deed  conveying  to  V/illiam  H.  Zillam  and  Henrietta 
A.  Eillam  as  tenante  by  entirety  the  real  estate  belonging  to  said 
corporation,  situated  in  said  Reading  on  Linden  street, known  aa  the 
parsonage  estate  of  said  corporation  on  payment  to  them  of  the  sum  of 
seventy- five  hundred  dollars  (^7500.00) 
art  3. 
Moved   so  voted  that  "the  music  Committee  be  instructed  to 


return  the  present  piano  in  use  in  the  church  • 

Mvelve  new  members  voted  in  names  on  page  15. 
Adj  urned  8.4^/ 


Q 


Respectfully  recorded. 


Cler/1 
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Special  Meeting  July  7,  1924, (Continued) 


The  following  Members  were  voted  into  the  Corporation, 


Alexander  Perry  )lover 
Mary  Elizabeth  Adden 
Newell  Bowea  "."or ton 
Mrs,  Walter  C.  white  . 
33  ouaette  C.  Berry. 
Phyllis  Hooding 


Mary  E  Y.yman 
Roland  V/.  Ho  Id  en 
..Irs  Annie  A.  3urchard 
Lira  Ethel  I.  Austin. 
Mrs.  Annie  M.  Webb 
Percy  A.  ^nderson. 


Respectfully  Recorded, 


Mi  2368a 
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Special  Meeting  April  27,  1924, 


As  there  was  some  doubt  as  to  whether  there  were  to  he  any  more 
Life  ..1embers  to  the  A.  U.  A.  accepted,  no  one  was  chosen  at  the  annual 


meeting. 


Mr.  Ham  found  out  that  there  should  he  a  Member  elected 


so  a  meeting  was  called  at  the  close  of  the  looming  Service  and  Miss 


Cmma  Adden  was  elected  a  Life  Member  of  the  A.  U.  A. 


Respectfully  Reeorded, 


Clerk. 


Special  Meeting  May  4,  1924. 


At  the  close  of  the  Morning  Service  a  meeting  was  called  to 
elect  Awo  members  of  the  church  to  assist  in  the  Church  Census  move- 


ment and  MR.  Chas.  A  Loring  and  Rev.  Mr.  Ham  were  elected 


* 


•.espectfully  Recorded 


(/  Clerk, 
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Special  Lie  e  ting  June  29,  1924 


-  eetins:  called  at  the  close  of  the  I.lorning  iervice,  to  elect 
Lelep-ates  to  the  church  federation.       It  was  suggested  that 
the  -embers  of  the  Church  Council  he  elected  as  a  bofty,  and  so 


voted. 


The  Council  Consists  of  the  Minister,  3oard  of  Trustees 


aLelegate  from  the  Church  School,  Laymens  League,  Unity  Club,  Young 
peoples  Society  and  any  other  society  or  Committee  that  has  at  any 
time  any  business  to  bring  before  the  Lioard  of  trustees. 


Respectfully  Recorded, 


7^ 


* 


Clerk. 


' 


September  18,  1924. 


SPECIAL  MEETING  OF  THE  UNITARIAN  CHURCH  OF  READING 

Meeting  called  for  Thursday  Sept.  25,  1924  in  Community 
Hall  at  8.00  P.  M.   The  warrant  under  which  the  meeting  is  call- 
ed is  as  follows. 


* 


* 


WARRANT. 
Art.  1.  To  elect  a  Moderator. 
Art.  2.  To  authorize  and  instruct  The  Board  of  Trustees  to 

make  execute  and  deliver  a  mortgage  to  The  Mechanics  Saving 

Bank  of  said  Reading  of  real  estate  on  Woburn  St  ....  used  as 

the  parsonage  estate for  $6000.00  six  thousand 

dollars  etc.  etc.  etc. 

Art.  3.  To  authorize  the  trustees  to  use  a  part  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  said  mortgage  loan  on  parsonage  in  paying  a  part  of  cost 
of  remodeling  same. 

Art.  4.  To  see  what  action  shall  be  taken  in  regard  to  the 
collection  of  unpaid  pledges  to  The  Church  Building  Fund. 

Art.  5.  Any  other  business  that  may  properly  (jorae  before  this 
meeting. 

FOR  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 
ROBERT  0.  CHESLEY. 
CLERK. 


■ 


_ 
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SPECIAL  MEETING  SEPT.  18,198^. 


Meeting  of  the  Church  callec.  to  order  at  8.00  ?•  IJ.  by  the 


Clerk     There  were  20  present  so  business  at  hand  was  taken  up. 

Art.  1.    To  elect  a  moderator.     Jud.^e  Norton  was  elected. 


Art. 2.      To  authorize  and  instruct  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  to 


make  execute  and  deliver a  mortgage  to  the  THE  MECHANICS 


SAVINGS  BANK  of  said  Readine:,  Mass.  of  real  estate  on  '.Voburn  St., 


* 


and  used  as  the  parsonage  estate for  $6,000.00  ()  six  thou- 
sand )  Dollars  etc.  etc.  etc.  (  true  copy  of  vote  as  read  by  Mr. 
Willson,  seconded  and  voted  18  for  and  none  against,  the  Clerk  and 


Moderator  not  voting). 


Art. 3.   To  authorize  the  Trustees  to  use  a  part  of  the  proceeds 
of  said  mortgage  loan  on  parsonage  in  paying  a  part  of  cost  of 
remodeling  same.     Mover  by  Dr  .Vadlin,  seconded  so  voted,  unam. 

Art  4 Unpaid  pledges  to  Building  j'unl.   Refefred  to 

Trustees  to  appoint  a  committee  with  full  powers  to  collect  the  same. 


% 


Art.  5.  A  report  of  the  lawn  party  was  read  by  Mr.  Chas.  Loring 


in  which  he  stated  the  receipts  wwre  about   500.00. 


Adjourned  at  9.00  2. 


-^_ 


VOTE 


V0T'"D  that  tho  Trustees  of  tho  Unitarian  Church  of  Reading  or 
a  majority  of  them  are  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to  make, 
execute  and  deliver  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  this  Corporation 
a  Mortg&g*  to  tho  mechanics  savings  Bank  of  said  heading,  of  tho 
real  estate  on  oburn  Street  in  said  reading  used  aa  the  Faraone 
Estate  of  this  Corporation,  hereinafter  described,  for  the  sum  of 
six  thousand  dollars  ([6,000.00)  and  they  are  further  authorised 
and  directed  to  make,  execute  and  deliver  a  note  to  said  Bank,  to 
be  scoured  by  saia  ilort;~age  for  said  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars 
(,  6,000.00} .payable  one  year  from  date  with  interest  semi-annually 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum  during  said  term  and  for 
such  further  time  as  3aid  principal  sum  or  any  part  thereof  shall 
remain  unpaid. 

Said  /".state  to  be  mortgaged  i3  bounded  southerly  on 
v.ouurn  otreet  about  forty-five  (45)  feet,  Westerly  on  land  of 
Grimes  about  one  hundred  soventy-four  and  8/10  (174.8)  feet, 
Northerly  on  land  of  Loring  about  forty-nine  (49)  feet  and 
Easterly  on  other  land  of  this  Corporation  about  one  hundred 
seventy-eight  (178)  foot  together  with  the  buildings  thereon, 
and  containing  about  eighty-four  hunclrod  (8400)  square  foot. 


j> 
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UN  I  TAR  I  AH  CHURCH  OF  READING,  UASS. 


April  6,  1925 


A 
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....  ANNUAL  MEETING  .... 

The' Annual  Meeting  of  the  Church  is  called  for  April  14, 
1925  in  Community  Hall.  A  Supper  will  be  given  by  the  Young 
People  of  the  church  at  6.30.   The  meeting  will  follow  imme- 
diately. Those  not  attending  the  supper  but  desiring  to  attend 
the  Business  meeting  should  be  there  not  later  than  7.15. 

The  warrant  under  which  the  meeting  is  called  is  as  follows: 

ART.  1.  To  elect  a  Moderator. 

ART.  2.  Elect  new  members  to  the  Corporation. 

ART.  3.   To  see  if  the  Corporation  will  vote  to  change  the 

first  paragraph  of  Article  4  of  the  Constitution  as  follows, 

after  the  words  "EX  OFFICIO"  insert  the  words  "and  not 

less  than  3  nor  more  than  5*  in  place  of  the  words  "  and 

3"  so  that  the  article  shall  read  as  follows: 

"The  Officers  of  the  Church  shall  be  a  Clerk,  a  Treasurer  and  a 
Board  of  Trustees,  to  consist  of  the  Clerk  and  Treasurer  Ex- 
Officio  and  not  less  than  3  nor  more  than  5  Additional  Members." 

Art.  4.   Election  of  officers  for  1925-1926. 

Art.  5.  Reports  of  the  officers  of  1924-1925. 

Art.  6.  Any  other  business  that  may  legally  come  before 
this  meeting. 

This  is  the  first  complete  year  in  our  new  building  so  let  us  all 
endeavor  to  show  our  interest  by  being  present. 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 

R.  0.  Chesley, 

Clerk. 


_ 
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ANNUAL  MEETING,  April  14,1925. 

The  Unity  Club  furnished  the  usual  supper  at  which  seventy  five 
were  served.    The  Business  Meeting  followed.     There  were  forty  nine 
present. 

-o-tticle  1.   J.n. •  Morton  was  elected  Moderator. 

article  2.   Fifteen  new  members  elected  as  follows; 


ft) 


Article  3. To  see  if  the  corporation  will  vote  to  change  the 
first  paragraph  of  Art.  4  of  the  Constitution  as  follows,   after  the 
words  "  Ix   Officio"  insert  the  words  "  8nd  not  less  than  3  nor  more  than 
5" in  place  of  the  words  "  and  3  "  so  Art.  shall  reae  as  follows; 

"  The  Officers  of  the  Church  shall  be  a  Clerk,  a  Treasurer , and  a  ^>oard 
of  Trustees,  to  consist  of  the  Clerk  and  Treasurer  kx-Officio  and  not 
less  than  3  nor  more  than  5  additional  members."       oo  voted  Unam. 

Article  4.£lectiom  of  officers  for  year  1925-1926  as  presented 
by  Nominating  Committee. 

Article  5.   Reports  of  all  officers  will  be  found  between 
pages  22  and  23. 

Article  6.  Other  Business. 

Lirs  Hattie  Ruggles Llrs.  Lillian  Perkins  and 

xvev.  1,1.  P.  Ham  elected  delegates  to  A. U. a. Convention. 

Two  Votes  of  instruction  for  treasurer  passed  Copy  attached. 
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Article  6.  (continued).     Voted  $  1.00  to  A.U.A. 
Mrs  Marion  Morton  elected  a  Life  Member  to  A.U«A.   ^58.00# 
A  rising  vote  of  thanks  given  to  the  clerk  for  his  services  of  the 
last  few  years. 

Voted  to  ratify  and  confirm  all  acts  and  deeds  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  for  the  yeay  past,  1925-1924. 

Adjourned  8.00  P.I.I. 


Respectfully  Recorded, 


Copy  of  Instructions  to  Treasurer  passed 
at  Annual  Meeting  April  14,  1925 


$ 


MOVED:   That  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  in- 
structed to  transfer  from  the  Parsonage  Hemodelling  Account  to 
the  General  Budget  Account  the  unexpended  balance  of  $4.24  and 
from  the  Building  Fund  Account  to  the  General  Budget  Account 
any  unexpended  balance  remaining  after  payment  of  bill  for 
grading  the  parking  space. 

TRUE  COPY  ATTEST: 


Clerk. 


MOVED:   That  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  in- 
structed to  pay  from  the  3udget  account  the  sum  of  $500.  to 
Auden  &  Parker,  the  same  being  the  unpaid  balance  of  their 
commission  for  supervising  the  remodelling  of  the  parsonage. 

TRUE  COPY  ATTEST: 


Clerk.  ft 
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1926  OFFICERS 


CLERK 

TREASURER 

TRUSTEES 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE 


MUSIC  COMMITTEE 

HOSPITALITY  &  COMMUNITY  SERVICE- 
CHURCH  DECORATIONS 

HISTORIAN 
NOMINATIONS 


M-lfreti  A.  Raneroilb 

Harry  J.  Barclay 

W,  Gardner  Long 
Leonard  J.  Nodding 
Percy  N.  Sweetser 
William  H.  Will son 
Israel  F.  Perkins 

W.  G.  Long 

W.  0.  Ruggles.C>-v*-^^ 

I.  S.  Kelley 

C  .  A .  Holcomb 

J,  A.  Loring 

Emma  Adden,  Chrm . 
Marion  Morton 
Helen  Hartsorn 

Mrs,  Arthur "Thomas,  Chrm. 

Herbert  Towle,  Chrm. 
Eilane  Ruggles 
Virginia  Nodding 

Olive  Brescott 

Wt  P.  Adden 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Brande 

Judge  Jesse  W.  Morton 
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The  Unitarian  Church  of  Reading 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  our  Church  will  be  held  in  Community 
Hall  on  Tuesday  evening,  April  12,  1927,  at  8.00  P.M.  to  act  on 
the  following: — 

Article  1.     To  elect  a  moderator  for  the  meeting. 
Article  2.     To  vote  on  acceptance  of  new  members. 
Article  3.     To  hear  and  act  on  reports  of  all  officers  and  committees. 
Article  4.     To  ratify  all  acts  and  votes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the 
past  year  or  what  shall  be  done  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  5.     To  elect  all   officers   and  select  members  for  committees.     — 
Article  6.     To  transact  any  other  business  that  may  properly  come  be- 
fore this  meeting. 

By  order  of  the  Trustees, 
Robert  0.  Chesley, 

Clerk  Pro  Tern. 


There  will  be  a  supper  at  6.30  o'clock,  tickets  fifty  cents, 
hope  all  will  make  a  special  effort  to  be  present. 
Reading,  Mass.,  April  1,  1927. 
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THE  UNITARIAN  CHURCH  OF  READING 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  our  Church  will  "be  held  in  Community 
Hall  on  Tuesday  evening,  April  10,  1928  at  8:00  P.  M.  to  act  on 
the  following: - 

Article  1.  To  elect  a  moderator  for  the  meeting. 

Article  2.  To  vote  on  acceptance  of  new  memhers. 

Article  3.  To  hear  and  act  en  reports  of  all  officers  and  committees. 

Article  4.  To  ratify  all  acts  and  votes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for 

the  past  year  or  what  shall  "be  done  in  relation  thereto. 
Article  5J  To  elect  all  officers  and  select  members  for  committees. 
Article  6.  To  transact  any  other  business  that  may  properly  come 

before  this  meeting. 

By  order  of  the  Trustees, 


(signed) 


Reading,  Mass.,  March  26,  1928. 


A.  N.  Mansfield. 
Clerk. 
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American  Unitarian.  Association 

25  Beacon  Street,  Boston.,  Mass. 


J 


PARKER    E.  MAREAN 
SECRETARY 


February   llj.,    1929 
Reading,  Mass. 
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Rev.  Marion  F.  Ham, 
159  Woburn  Street, 
Reading,    Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Ham: 

I  am  pleased  to    advise  you  that  the   fol- 
lowing  vote  was  passed  at   a  meeting   of   the   Directors 
of  the  Association  yesterday: 

"VOTED:      To  authorize  the  Building   Loan 
Committee   to  accept  payments  on  the   Building 
Loan  to   the  Unitarian  Church  of  Reading, 
Mass.    at  the  rate  of  $1500  without   interest 
until   such  loan   is    fully  paid  and  discharged." 


Very  truly  yours, 

"X 
Secretary 


^h 
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Mr.   Marean  requested  me   to    send  you    this    information  as 
he  has   been  called  away  on  account   of  illness    in   the 
family.      However,    he  will  be  glad  to   talk  with  you  any 
time  next  week  if   you  wish   information. 

M.R.Nelson 
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American  Unitarian  Association 

25  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 
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PARKER  E.  MAREAN 
SECRETARY 


April  8,    1929 
Reading,    Mas';, 
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Mr.   Harry  J.   Barclay, 
Vale  Road, 
Reading,   Mass. 

My  dear  Mr.    Barclay: 

At  a  recent  meeting   of  the  Administrative 
Council   I  presented  your  request    in  regard   to   a  further 
loan   from  the    Building   Loan  Fund  of  the  Association   to 
the   Unitarian  Church  of   Reading,   Mass.   and  after  discus- 
sion  it  was  decided  to   recommend  the  following    action 
to  the  Directors   of  the   Association  at  their  meeting    to- 
morrow. 

There    is   now  outstanding  on   the    loan    from 
the    Building  Loan  Fund    of  the   Association   to  your    church 
$20,500  which   is  secured   by  a  mortgage   on  the   church  prop- 
erty and  on  which  repayments   are   called  for  at    the    rate   of 
|1500  per  year  without    interest.      The  Council   feels  that 
no  new  arrangement    should  be  made   in  regard  to  this    loan. 

In  view,   however,    of  the   fact  that    there   is 
a  mortgage  on  the   parsonage   property  at  the   bank   in   the 
amount   of   $6,000  on  which  the   Society  is  paying  interest, 
the   Council    is  ready  to  recommend   to    the   Directors  of   the 
Association  that  an  additional  loan  of    $35°°  be  made  from 
the  Building  Loan  Fund  to  the  Unitarian   Church   of  Reading, 
to  be   repaid  in  ten  equal   annual  instalments   beginning 
one  year  from  the   date    of  the  loan  and  to  be  secured  by  a 
first  mortgage  on  the  parsonage   property.      It   is  our  un- 
derstanding that   the   Reading   church  has   funds   now  in  its 
possession  sufficient   to  pay   to   the   Association  the    instal- 
ment  overdue   on  the  church   mortgage   in  the   amount   of   $1500, 
and   $2500   additional,  which   with   the  new  loan  from  the   Asso- 
ciation of   $5500,  will  be  sufficient   to  retire   the   mortgage 
now  held  by   the  bank. 


j 


that  no  loan 


One  of  /th&  rules   of   the   Building   Loan  Fund  is 
shall  \>jb  iade   in  excess   of   $2  0,000  without   a 
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special  vote  by  the   Directors   of  the   Association  and   the 
Administrative   Council  feels  that  the   above   is  the    extent 
it  can  go    in  its  recommendations   to   the   Board.      The  reasons 
for   this  decision  are   in  the   main  that  the  Association  re- 
ceives more  requests   for  aid  from  the    Building  Loan  Fund 
than  it   can   accommodate  and  that    it  would  hardly  be  fair 
to   other   churches   to  allot   an  additional   loan  to  Reading 
at  this    time  unless   th  e_j^e  payment  s   on  it   are  made  in   ac- 
cordance with  the   rules.]  It    seems    to  us   that   by  relieving 
the   society   of   interest"  payments   so   long   as   the  instalments 
are   paid  in  accordance  with  this    plan,   that  the   society 
should   be  happy  and  willing  to   accept   this   proposition. 


Sincerely  yours, 


j&ci***-  • 


ji 


- 


PEMtMRN 


r 


C 


- 


At  the  Annual  LLeeting  of  the  Unitarian  Church  of 

Reading,  ilassachusetts,  held  on  April  9,  1929,  the  following 

trustees  were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 

Percy  H.  Sweetser 
Robert  E.  Fowle 

?.rian  H.  Morton 
William  H.  Benjamin 
Christie  St.  i'-'owle 

It  was  voted;  ■  That  this  Corporation  accept  the  proposition  as 
presented  by  the  American  Unitarian  Association  for  a  change  in 
the  method  of  payment  of  the  mortgage  w'ioh  it  holds  on  the 
Church  property,  and  that  hereafter  payments  shall  be 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  (  31500.00)  annually^-  the  payment  of 
five  thousand  dollars (|5000. 00}  each  fifth  year  being  waived." 
A  ''rue  Copy  Attest: 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  raenbers  of  the  Unitarian  Church  of 

Heading,  duly  called  and  held  at  Reading,  Masoachusetts,  on  April 

ninth,  nineteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine,       it  was  unanimously 

voted;  "That  the  Trustees  of  this  Corporation,  or  a  majority  of 

them,  he  and     they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  directed  to  execute 

acknowledge  and  deliver  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  this 

Corporation,  a  mortgage  to  the  American  Unitarian  Association  of 

the  real  estate  situated  on  the  northerly  side  of   ..'oburn  Street 

in  said  Reading,   containing     about  eighty-four  hundred  (8400) 

in 
square  feet  and  being  the  parsonage  estate  of  said  Church,  the  sum 

of  thirty-five  hundred  dollars  (^3500.00),  and  that  said  Trustees 

be  and  hereby  are  further  authorized  to  execute  a  note  or  ITotes 

for  the  payment  of  said  principal  sum  of  Thirty-five  hundred 

dollars  ($3500.00)    in  annual  payments  of     three     hundred  and  fifty 

dollars  ()350.00)  each,   the  first  of  such  annual  payments  to  be 

due  and  payable  April  fifteen,  nineteen  hundred  and     thirty,   and 

subsequent  payments  to  continue  until  the  whole  principal  sum  is 

paid;    said  Jlote  or  Notes  shall  provide  that  no   interest  shall  be 

payable  on  said  total  sum  of     Thirty-five  hundred  dollars  ($3500.00), 

except  that  if  any  annual  payment  be  in  arrears,   then  interest  on 

the  entire  unpaid  balance  of  said  total  sum  of  Thirty-five  hundred 

dollars   (#3500.00)   shall  be  payable  thereafter  at  the  rate     of 

six  percent  per  annum. " 

A  True  Copy  Attest; 


Clerk 
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Unitarian  Community  Church 

READING,  MASS. 
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THE  UNITARIAN  CHURCH 
OF  READING 


The    Annual    Meeting    of    our    Church    will    be    held    in 
Community    Hall    on    Tuesday    evening,    April    8,    1930,    at 
8:00  P.  M.,  to  act  on  the  following: — 
Article  1, — To  elect  a  moderator  for  the  meeting. 
Article  2. — To  vote  on  acceptance  of  new  members. 
Article  3. — To  hear  and  act  on  reports  of  all  officers  and 

committees. 
Article    4. — To    ratify    all    acts    and    votes    of    the    Board 

of  Trustees   for  the  past  year  or  what  shall   be   done 

in    relation   thereto. 
Article    5. — To    elect    all    officers    and    select    members    for 

committees. 
Article     6. — To    transact    any    other    business    that    may 

properly  come  before  this  meeting. 

By  order  of  the  Trustees, 
PERCY   E.   ANDERSON,   Clerk. 

6:30  P.  M. — Supper  by  the  Unity  Club.  Tickets  fifty 
cents. 

7:15  P.  M. — One  act  play,  "References,"  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mrs.  H.  L.  Prentiss. 

7:30  P.  M. — Motion  pictures  taken  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph 
D.  Sawyer  on  their  recent  trip  to  Africa.  Mr.  Sawyer 
will  give  an  explanation  of  the  scenes. 

t*:00  P.  M. — Annual  Meeting  of  the  Church.  We  hope 
that  all  will  make  a  special  effort  to  be  present. 
The  Annual  Meeting  is  for  members  only,  but  any- 
one   may    come    to    the    supper     and    entertainment. 


Reading,  Mass.,  March  20,  1930. 
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The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Chui-ch  will  be  held  in  Com- 
munity Hall  Tuesday  evening,  April  14,  1931,  at  7.80  p.  m., 
to  act  on  the  following: 

Article  1. — To  elect  a  moderator  for  the  meeting. 

Article  2. — To  vote  on  acceptance  of  new  members. 

Article  3. — To  hear  and  act  on  reports  of  all  officers  and 
committees. 

Article  4. — To  ratify  all  acts  and  votes  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  for  the  past  year,  or  what  shall  be  done  in  rela- 
tion thereto. 

Article  5. — To  see  if  the  church  will  vote  to  elect  mem- 
bers to  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  more  than  one  year. 

Article  6. — To  elect  all  officers  and  select  members  for 
committees. 

Article  7. — To  transact  any  other  business  that  may 
properly  come  before  this  meeting. 

By  order  of  the  Trustees, 

PERCY  E.  ANDERSON,  Clerk. 

The  Unity  Club  will  serve  supper  at  6.30  p.  m.  and  the 
business  meeting  will  be  called  to  order  after  the  supper. 
This  is  a  very  important  meeting.  We  hope  that  all  the 
people  of  our  parish  will  make  a  special  effort  to  be  pres- 
ent. 
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PARISH  NOTES 
Special  Church  Meeting 

An  important  special  meeting  of  the  Church  will  be 
held  in  Community  Hall,  at  7.30  Monday  evening,  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1932,  to  act  on  the  following: 

Article  I.     To  elect  a  moderator  for  the  meeting. 

Article  II.  To  see  if  the  Church  will  accept  the  bequest 
under  the  will  of  the  late  Horace  G.  Wadlin. 

Article  III.  To  decide  what  disposition  shall  be  made 
of  said  bequest. 

Article  IV.  To  transact  any  other  business  that  may 
properly  come  before  the  meeting. 

By  order  of  the  Trustees, 
PERCY  E.  ANDERSON,  Clerk. 

A  supper  will  be  served  at  6.30  by  the  men  of  the 
church.  Tickets,  forty  cents;  children,  twenty-five  cents. 
The  men  expect  strong  support  from  members  and  friends 
of  the  church.  Let  us  make  this  event  a  large  family  gath- 
ering. 
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Reading,  Mass,  February  15,  1932 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Unitarian  Church  of 
Reading  duly  called  and  held  at  Reading,  Massachusetts, 
on  February  15,  1932,  It  was  on  motion  unanimously 
VOTED i       To  accept  the  legacy  of  $5000,  given  to  the 
church  under  the  will  of  Horace  0,  ^adlln  and  to  authorize 
the  Treasurer  of  the  church,  Robert  M.  ^arcley,  to  receive 
said  legacy  from  the  New  England  Trust  Co,  and  receipt 
therefor. 
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A  true  copy. 


Attest:  j^7  £&Z^^*~~\ 
Clerk 
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VOTED:   That  the  legacy  of  $5000  (five  thousand  dollars)  under 
the  will  of  Horace  fl^.   adlin  befunded  until  such  time  as  the 
trustees  of  the  Building  Fund  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association 
shall  demand  payment  of  it,  to  apply  on  the  mortgage  covering  the 
Church  property. 

The  Fund  shall  be  known  as  the  Horace  G.  ..adlin  Fund  and 
shall  be  deposited  in  savings  banks  or  invested  in  matur  d  shares 
of  co-operative  hanks  by  the  treasurer  and  trustees  of  the  Church. 
So  long  as  there  shall  remain  any  mortgage  indebtedness  on  the 
Church  property,  all  interest  and  dividends  from  the  said  Fund  shall 
be  applied  annually  towsrc  the  rornfrvoJ.  of  the  mortgage  indebted- 
ness . 

After  the  discharge  of  all  mortgage  indebtedness  on  the 
Church  property,  income  xtfJ^the  said  Fund  may  be  used  for  the  Olam*aj*j( 
v«°HLmic  purposes  of  the  church. 


In  case  it  shall  be  necessary  to  use  tha  principal  of  the 
Fund, or  any  part  of  the  same,  at  any  future  timcpn  the  mortgage  in- 
debtedness, notice  of  such  proposed  action  shall  be  given  in  the 

Ifcof  of &*  meeting,  and^two -thirds  vote  of  those  present  at  the 
meeting  shall  be  required. 


UNITARIAN  CHURCH  OF  READIHG 
Karch  6,  1932. 


In  accordance  with  instructions  given  tc  the 
treasurer  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  the  special 
meeting  of  the  Unitarian  Church  of  Reading  held  in 
Community  Hall  on  Uonday ,  Jebrjiary  15,  1932,  the  be- 
quest of  the  late  Horace  G.  Wadlin,  amounting  to  five 
thousarid  dollars  ($5000. 00J,  has  "been  received  and  de- 
posited in  four  tanks  as  follows: 


1.   Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Hank 
2.Eelrose  Savings  Pank 

3.  Mechanics  Savings  Hank  in  Reading 

4.  Reading  Cooperative  Hank 

10  shares  in  series  69 

Total-  Funds  Invested 


00.00 

500.00 

2,040.10 

1,959.90 

jb ,000.00 


Upon  their  maturity  in  August,  1932  the  shares  in 
the  Reading  Cooperative  Pank  will  Have  a  value  of  two 
thousand  dollars  (--2000.00  J  to  include  the  present  in- 
vestment and  interest  now  accruing  to  the  amount  of 
.40.10.    All  other  interest  and  dividends  declared  on 
these  investments  shall  he  received  by  the  Treasurer  and 
allied  to  reduce  the  indebtedness  of  this  church  to 
the  American  unitarian  Association. 
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The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Unitarian  Church  of  Reading  was  held 
in  Community  Hall  at  8:00  P.  M,  on  April  12,  1932. 

The  meeting  was  preceded  by  a  supper  at  6:30  furnished  by  the 
j  Unity  Club,  at  which  84  were  present. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  8  o'clock  by  Percy  E.  Anderson, 
Clerk,  66  members  being  present*  The  call  of  the  meeting  and 
warrant  were  read  as  follows: 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Church  will  be  held  in  Com- 
munity Hall  Tuesday,  April  12,  1932,  at  7.30  p.  m.,  to  act  on 
the  following: 

Article  1 — To  elect  a  moderator  for  the  meeting. 

Article  2 — To  vote  on  acceptance  of  new  members. 

Article  3 — To  hear  and  act  upon  reports  of  all  officers 
and  committees. 

Article  4 — To  ratify  all  acts  and  votes  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  for  the  past  year,  or  to  determine  what  shall 
be  done  thereto. 

Article  5 — To  elect  all  officers  and  select  members  for 
committees. 

Article   6 — To   transact   any    other    business    that 
come  before  this  meeting. 


may 


By  order  of  the  Trustees, 
PERCY  E.  ANDERSON,  Clerk. 


Supper  will  be  served  at  6.30,  by  the  Unity  Club.  Tickets 
35  cents.  This  is  the  most  important  Church  Meeting  of 
the  year.  We  hope  that  all  members  and  friends  of  the 
Church  will  make  a  special  effort  to  be  present. 


* 


ARTICLE  1--Charles  A.  Loring  was  elected  Moderator  for  the  meeting 
ARTICLE  2- -There  were  no  new  members  to  be  voted  on. 
ARTICLE  3--A11  reports  of  officers  and  committees  will  be  found  in 
the  separate  file  which  is  in  the  possession  of  the 
Clerk. 
ARTICLE  4— Voted  to  ratify  all  acts  and  votes  of  the  Board  of 

Trustees  for  the  past  year. 
ARTICLE  5- -Upon  motion  of  Mrs.  Ide,  one  vote  was  cast  by  the  clerk 
for  each  of  the  nominees  recommended  by  the  Nominating 
Committee,  and  they  were  declared  duly  elected  to  the 
office  indicated. 

Upon  motion  of  Mr.  Coolidge,  it  was  VOTED  to  amend 
Article  4  of  the  Constitution  as  amended  April  14,  1925 
so  as  to  read:--* 

"BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  TO  CONSIST  OF  THE  CLERK,  THE 
TREASURER  AND  FOUR  TRUSTEES.  AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING 
IV  APRIL.  1933,  TWO  TRUSTEES  SHALL  BE  ELECTED  FOR 
A  TERM  OF  TWO  YEARS,  AND  TWO  TRUSTEES  FOR  A  TERM  OF 
ONE  YEAR,  AND  THEREAFTER  AT  EACH  ANNUAL  MEETING 
TWO  TRUSTEES  SHALL  BE  ELECTED  FOR  A  TERM  OF  TWO 
YEARS, 
ARTICLE'  <>--Voted  to  donate  $50  to  the  American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion as  a  contribution  from  the  Church. 
Voted  that  Mrs.  Arthur  F.  Thomas  and  Miss  Anna  P.  Reid 
be  appointed  Lay  Delegates,  and  that  Rev.  M.  F.  Ham  be 
appointed  Ministerial  Delegate  to  the  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  A.  U.  A. 

Voted  to  extend  our  thanks  to  Mr.  Loring  for  printing 
our  Church  calendars,  and  to  Miss  Eames  and  Miss  Clapp 
for  mailing  said  calendars. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  9.05  P.  M. 

cFTc 
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November  14th,  1932 


Board  of  Trustees 
Unitarian  Church  of  Reading 
Reading,  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen, 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Finance 

Committee  of  the  church,  it  was  voted  that  the  following 

recommendations  be  made. 

1.  That  the  salary  of  the  minister  be 
reduced  by  ten  (10)  percent  fpr  the 
last  six  (6)  months  of  the  1932-1933 
church  year. 

2.  That  the  organist's  salary  be  reduced 
from  eight  (8)  dollars  per  Sunday  to 
five  (5)  dollars  per  Sunday,  for  the 
balance  of  the  1932-1933  church  year. 

The  above  recommendations  are  made, 
not  to  be  in  vogue  with  the  general  trend  of  cuts,  but  from 
necessity.   Our  pledges,  collections  and  envelope  subscrip- 
tions combined  with  contributions  from  the  various  organ- 
izations have  dropped  off  appreciably,  due  in  part  to 
inactivity. 


Respectfully  submitted 


myi.t>r*. 


_ 


J 


Chairman 


t 
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The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Unitarian  Church  of  Reading  was  held 
in  Community  Hall  at  8.00  P.   M.    on  April  11,   1933, 

The  meeting  was  preceded  by  a  supper  at  6; 30   furnished  "by  the 
Unity  Club,    at  which  135  were  present. 

At   7:30  a  one  act  play  was  presented  by  thirteen  members   of  the 
Unity  Club,   under  the  direction  of  Mrs.   Arthur  N.   Mansfield. 

The  meeting  was  called   to  order  at  8:15  o'clock  by  the  Clerk, 
Percy  E.   Anderson,    96  members  being  present.    The  call   of  the 
meeting  and  warrant  were  read  as   follows: 


THE  UNITARIAN  CHURCH 
OF  READING 

The  annual  Meeting  of  our  church  will  be  held  in 
Community  Hall  on  Tuesday  evening:,  April  11,  1933  at 
8.00   P.   M.,   to  act  on   the  following: — 

Article   1 — To  elect  a  moderator  for  the   meeting. 

Article  2 — To  vote  on  acceptance  of  new   members. 

Article  3 — To  hear  and  act  on  reports  of  all  officers 
and   committees. 

Article  4 — To  ratify  all  acts  and  votes  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  for  the  past  year  or  what  shall  be  done  in 
relation   thereto. 

Article  5 — To  elect  all  officers  and  select  members  for 
committees. 

Article  6 — To  see  what  the  church  will  vote  to  do 
about  the  employment  of  a  minister  for  the  coming 
year. 

Article  7 — To  transact  any  other  business  that  may 
properly    come    before   this    meeting. 

By   order  of  the  Trustees, 

Percy    E.    Anderson,    Clerk. 

6.30  P.  M. — Supper  by  the  Unity  Club.  Tickets 
TWENTY-FIVE  CENTS  (25c).  Imagine!  Come  early 
and   avoid   the   rush. 

7.30  P.  M. — "The  Truth  Game,"  a  one-act  play  pre- 
sented by  thirteen  members  of  the  Unity  Club,  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.   Arthur  N.  Mansfield. 

8.00  P.  M. — Annual  Meeting  of  the  church.  Please 
note  that  this  meeting  will  be  of  great  importance. 
Every  member  of  the  church  should  make  a  special 
effort  to  be  present..  All  officers  and  committees  are 
hereby  requested  to  submit  their  annual  reports  at  this 
time. 
Reading,   Mass.,   March   25,    1933. 


ARTICLE  1--Charles  A.    Loring  was   elected  Moderator   for  the  meeting. 
ARTICLE  2--The  following  new  members  were  elected: 

Helen  E.   Hodgkins 

Leslie  G.    Hodgkins 

Mai vina  E.   Buck 

Marcus  Kent  Fletcher 

I.    Frances  Dennis on 

Leon  Rich,    Jr. 

Clarence  R.    Brown 
ARTICLE  3--A11   reports   of   officers  and   committees  will   be  found   in 

the  separate  file  which  is   in  the  possession  of  the  Clerk 


48     ARTICLE  4--Voted  to  ratify  all  acts  and  votes  of  the  Board  of 

Trustees  for  the  past  year. 
ARTICLE  5--Upon  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  one  vote  was  cast  by  the  Clerk 
for  each  of  the  nominees  recommended  by  the  Nominating 
Committee,  and  they  were  declared  duly  elected  to  the 
office  indicated. 
ARTICLE  6--Upon  recommendation  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  the  following  motion  was  VOTED; 

"THAT  THE  TRUSTEES  BE  EMPOWERED  TO  RETAIN  MR.  HAM 
AS  MINISTER  FOR  THE  ENSUING  YEAR  AT  A  REDUCED 
SALARY,  AND  THAT  THEY  SECURE  THE  SERVICES  OF  A 
FULL-TIME  PARISH  ASSISTANT-PREFERABLY  A  RECENT 
THEOLOGICAL  SCHOOL  GRADUATE-  AT  A  RATE  OF  COMPEN- 
SATION SUCH  THAT  THE  COMBINED  SALARY  OF  MR.  HAM 
AND  SUCH  ASSISTANT  SHALL  NOT  EXCEED  $2000  PERYYEAR 
ARTICLE  7--No  further  business  appearing,  the  meeting  was  declared 
adjourned  at  9:40  P.  M. 


A  true  record, 

Clerk. 
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April  11,  1953 


The  Trustees  hav  •  given  considerable  thought 
to  the  subject  matter  of  Art.  6  of  the  Warrant, 

Informally  and  individually  the  Trustees 
have  been  told  by  a  number  of  members  of  the  Church 
that  they  desired  a  new  minister.   Some  of  the  reasons 
given  for  this  *lsh  wtrei   sermons  frequently  un- 
inter   Ingj  dearth  Of  social  calls  by  the  minister 
ana  social  inactivity  of  Mrs.  Ham.   Aside  from  the 
reasons  ju;>t  Bentioned  there  are  so    10  feel 

a  retained  longer  than  rould 
serve  the  best  interests  of  the  Church. 

It  viai,    on  the  other  hand,  clear  that 
fcany  of  the  members  would  favor  continuing  Mr.  Ham 
as  minister.   In  the  face  of  these  opposing  views 
as  to  the  retention  of  Mr.  Ham,  which  if  permitted 
to  continue  longer  could  only  result  disastrously 
for  the  Church,  it  seemed  highly  important  that 
an  arrangement  regarding  the  minister  be  made 
agreeable  to  all,  If  possible,  or  at  least  to  a 
preponderant  majority  of  the  members.  Otherwise 
it  seemed  certain  that  a  continuation  of  the 
present  lack  of  unity  would  eventually  precipitate 
a  crisis  in  the  Church  from  which  recovery  would 
be  difficult. 

Accordingly  a  Committee  of  the  Trustees 
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conferred  with  Mr.    tjr-son,  at  the  American  Unitarian 
Association  headquarters,  regarding  a  possible  cnange 
and  the  best  means  of  initiating  it.  Kr«  Patterson 
agreed  ??ith  the  Committee  that  the  Church  should  en- 
deavor to  secure  the  services  of  a  young  man;  however, 
he  made  it  clear  at  once  that  if  -e  displaced  Uv.   ilam 
by  a  new  mhb  he  could  not  hope  at  this  tim^  to  find 
a  piece  for  . .  3aa  elsewhere.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  seemed  clear  that  we  could  not  equitably 
turn  y.r.  Ban  oat,  leaving       thoat  prospect  of 
employiiint.  Such  a  course  would  leave  him  wholly 
dependent  upon  the  pension  he  receives  from  the 
American  Unitarian  Association,  which  currently 
amounts  to  about  |500  annually.   Furthermore,  Mr. 
Ham  is  ver;     hly  respected,  not  only  by  our  o 
people,  but  by  the  townspeople  generally.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  public  sentiment  ?o  Id  react  heavily  against 
us  as  a  Church  if  he  were  to  be  turned  out,  facing  the 
certainty  of  protracted  unemployment. 

Hence  a  plan  was  suggested  whereby  Kr«  Ham 
would  be  retained  for  the  ensuing  year  at  considerably 
reduced  pay,  and  his  efforts  supplemented  by  a  full- 
time  paid  parish  assistant  -  preferably  a  recent 
Theological  School  Graduate  -  at  a  rate  of  compen- 
sation such  that  the  combined  salaries  of  the  two 
would  not  exceed  -  and  if  possible  be  somewhat  less 

than  the  amount  currently  paid  Sir.  Ham  alone. 


' 
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Mr.  Patterson  felt  that  such  a  solution  of  the 
problem  wa3  the  best  one  under  existing  circumstances, 
lie  stated  that  v?e  could  unquestionably  secure  the  full 
time  services  of  such  a  young  nan  for  |1000  per  year, 
or  thereabouts. 

Oncer  such  a  plan  the  parish  assistant  would 
probably  take  full  charge  of  the  Sunday  School;  he 
would  occupy  the  pulpit  on  alternate  flmiJuyfa«  e*  as 
othgrTijg  arran^eu  -  and  he  might  attend  to  a  majority 
of  the  routine  social  calls*  The  Trustees,  *ho  have 
given  careful  consideration  to  the  plan,  favor  it. 
Likewise  I  iwliuva  it  is  favored  by  the  finance  Committee. 

All  the  aattars  which  1  have  outlined  have 
been  fully  and  frankly  discussed  with  fcfr,  ham.   And 
in  passing  I  should  like  to  express  my  humble  admiration 
for  his  courage  and  fortitude  in  discussing  these 
matters,  which  involved  little  less  than  his  very 
existence,  lie  will  cooperate  earnestly  in  striving  to 
make  such  a  plan  a  success.   It  will  give  him  the 
means  of  a  livelihood,  ana  the  Church  should  experience 
a  welcome  revitalization  with  the  introduction  of  an 
energetic  young  man  to  act  under  i*r.  Han's  cooperative 
guidance. 


^^B 
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Accordingly,  I  rr.ove  that  the  Trustees  be 
empowered  to  retain  Air.  Ram  as  minister  for  the  ensuing 
year  at  a  reduced  salary,  and  that  they  secure  the  ser- 
vices of  a  full-time  parish  assistant  -  preferably  a 
recent  Theoloeicrl  School  graduate  -  at  a  rate  of  com- 
pensation such  that  the  combined  salary  of  Xr .   Ham  and 
such  assistant  shall  not  exceed  $£000  per  year. 


) 


American  Unitarian  Association 

25  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


ADMINISTRATIVE    VICE-PRESIDENT 
GEORGE   F.  PATTERSON 


* 


April  27,  1953 


My  dear  Mr.  Anderson: 

Your  letter  to  Dr.  Hunt  has  come  to  ray  desk.   We  are 
wondering  if  you  realize  that  the  delegate  rights  of  the 
various  churches  depend  upon  the  receipt  of  annual  contrib- 
utions.  There  is  no  definite  amount  set.   Last  year  I  thii 
your  society  gave  $50.00,  but  in  view  of  your  present  financial 
difficulties  we  suggest  that  you  give  $5.00.   Certainly  this 
can  be  done  and,  in  view  of  the  action  of  the  Association  in 
deferring  payments  on  the  Building  Loan,  T  th:     ou  will 
agree  with  ne  that  it  should  be  done.   If  the  society  fails 
to  contribute  it  automatically  ceases  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Association  and  it  puts  the  Board  of  Directors  in  a  peculiar 
position  with  reference  to  dealing  with  a  church  that  is 
outside  the  fellowship.   Of  course,  this  we  both  recognize 
is  a  technicality  but  a  small  contribution  will  take  care  of 
all  difficulties.    I  hope  you  will  understand  the  spirit 
in  which  this  suggestion  is  made. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


y^yt.   ^A^iW 


Mr.  Percy  E.  Anderson 
33  Woburn  Street 
Reading,  Mass. 
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Board  of  Trustees 
Unitarian  Church  of  Reading 
Reading,  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Finpnce  Committee  of  the 

Church,  it  was  voted  that  the  following  recommendations  be  made. 

1.  That  the  salary  of  the  minister  be  reduced  by  ten  (10) 
percent  for  the  last  six  (6)  months  of  the  1932-1933 
church  year. 

2.  That  the  organist's  salary  be  reduced  from  eight  (8) 
dollars  per  Sunday  to  five  (5)  dollars  per  Sunday,  for 
the  balance  of  the  1932-1933  church  year. 

The  above  recommendations  are  made,  not  to  be  in 

vogue  with  the  general  trend  of  cuts,  but  from  necessity.   Ourj 

pledges,  collections  and  envelope  subscriptions  combined  with 

contributions  from  the  various  organizations  have  flropped  off 

appreciably,  due  in  pprt  to  inactivity. 

Respectfully  submitted 

Alvah  L.  Burr age 
Bertha  Benjamin 
Helen  B.  Hartshorn 
Gould  B.  Ruggles 
Helen  E.  Ruggles 
Milton  B.  Vt*iL 

Chair man . 
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April  11,  1933 
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The  Trustees  have  given  considerpble  thought  to  the  subject 
matter  of  Art.  6  of  the  Warrant. 

Informally  and  individually  the  Trustees  have  been  told  by  a 
number  of  members  of  the  Church  that  they  desired  a  new  minister. 
Some  of  the  reasons  given  for  this  wish  were :  sermons  frequently 
uninteresting;  derth  of  social  calls  by  the  minister  and  social 
inactivity  of  Mrs.  Ham.   Aside  from  the  reasons  just  mentioned 
there  are  some  who  feel  that  Mr.  Ham  has  been  retained  longer  than  w 
would  serve  the  best  interests  of  the  Church. 

It  was,  on  the  other  hand,  clear  that  many  of  the  members 
would  favor  continuing  Mr.  Ham  as  minister.   In  the  face  of  these 
opposing  views  as  to  the  retention  of  Mr.  Ham,  which  if  permitted 
to  continur  longer  could  only  result  disastrously  for  the  Church, 
it  seemed  highly  important  that  an  arrangement  regarding  the 
minister  be  made  agreeable  to  all,  if  possible,  or  at  least  to  a 
preponderant  majority  of  the  members.   Otherwise  it  seemed  certain 
that  a  continuation  of  the  present  lack  of  unity  would  eventually 
precipitate  a  crisis  in  the  Church  from  which  recovery  would  be 
difficult. 

Accordingly  a  Committee  of  the  Trustees  conferred  with  Mr. 
Patterson,  a=fe  the  American  Unitarian  Association  headquarters,  regard- 
ing a  possible  change  and  the  best  means  of  initiating  it.   Mr. 
Patterson  agreed  withthe  Committee  that  the  Church  should  endeavor 
to  secure  the  services  of  a  young  man;  however,  he  made  it  clear 
at  once  that  if  we  displaced  Mr.  Ham  by  a  new  man  he  could  not  hope 
at  this  time  to  find  a  place  for  Mr.  Ham  elsewhere.   Under  these 
circumstances,  it  seemed  clear  thrt  we  could  not  equitably  turn 
Mr.  Ham  out,  lepving  him  without  prospect  of  employment.   Such  a 
course  would  leave  him  wholly  dependent  upon  the  pension  he  re- 
ceives from  the  American  Unitarian  Association,  which  currently 
amounts  to  about  $500  annually.   Furthermone,  Mr.  Ham  is  very  highly 
respecter],  not  only  by  our  own  people,  but  by  the  townspeople  generally 
It  is  certain  that  public  sentiment  would  react  heavily  against  us 
as  a  Church  if  he  were  to  be  turned  out,  facing  the  certainty  of 
protracted  unemployment . 

Hence  a  plan  was  suggested  whereby  Mr.  Ham  would  be  retained 
for  the  ensuing  year  at  considerably  reduced  pay,  and  his  efforts 
supplemented  b„  a  full-time  paidparish  assistant  -  preferably  a 
recent  Theological  School  Graduate  -  at  a  rate  of  compensation  such 
that  the  combined  salaries  of  the  two  would  not  exceed  -  and  if 
possible  be  somewhat  less  than  the  amount  currently  paid 
Mr.  Ham  alone. 

Mr.  Patterson  felt  that  such  a  solution  of  the  problem  was  the 
best  one  under  existing  circumstances.  He  stated  that  we  could 
unquestionably  secure  the  full  time  services  of  such  a  young  man  for 
$1000  per  year,  or  thereabouts. 

Under  such  a  plan  the  parish  assistant  would  probably  take  full 
charge  of  the  Sunday  School;  he  would  occupy  the  pulpit  occasionally 


attend  to  a  majority  of  the  routine 

who  have  given  careful  consideration  to 


as  desired,  and  he  might 
social  cpIIs,   The  Trustees, 
the  plan,  favor  it. 

Likewise  it  is  fpvored  by  the  Finance  Committee. 

All  the  matters  which  I  have  outlined  have  been  fully  and 
frankly  discussed  with  Mr,  Ham.   And  in  passing  I  should  like  to 
express  my  humble  pdmiration  for  his  course  rnd  fortitud  in 
discussing  these  matters,  which  involved  little  less  than  his  very 
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existence.   He  will  cooperate  earnestly  in  striving  to  make  such 
a  plan  s  success.    It  will  give  him  the  means  of  a  livelihood, 
and  the  Church  should  experience  a  welcome  revitalizaticn  with  the 
introduction  of  pn  energetic  young  man  to  act  under  Mr  Ham's 
cooperative  guidpnce. 

Accordingly,  I  move  that  the  Trustees  be  empowered  to 
retain  Mr.  Hrm  as  minister  for  the  ensuing  yep.r   at  a  reduced 
salary,  ^nd  that  they  secure  the  services  of  a  full-time  parish 
assistant  -  preferably  a  recent  Theological  School  graduate  -  a 
a  rate  of  compensation  such  that  the  combined  salary  of  Mr.  Ham 
and  such  assistant  shall  not  exceed  $2000  per  year. 
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1934 
Reading,  Mass.,  April  10,  1934 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Unitarian  Church  of  Reading  was 
duly  called  and  held  in  Community  HD11  on  Tuesday,  April  10, 
1934,  rt  7:45  PM. 


In  the  absence  of  the  Clerk,  Percy  Anderson,  The  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  Robert  0.  Chesley  and  on  motion  he  was  elected 
tempory  clerk. 

Charles  A,  Lcr  ing  was  elected  Moderator  of  the  meeting. 


On   motion  it  was 

VOTE^        To  admit  into  the  fellowship  twelve  new  members  who  had 
signed  the  By-Laws  since  the  last  meeting, 

Mr.  Crocker  moved  a  vote  of  appreciation  to  Mr.  Benjamin  and  his 
Committee  from  the  Mens  Forum  who  had  furnished  the  supper  preceding 
the  annual  meeting.  A  rising  vote  was  given. 


Miss  Eva  A.  Litchfield  who  was  appointed  Historian  to  fill  out 
the  term  of  Miss  Olive  Prescott,  gave  a  report  covering  Miss 
Prescott 's  activities  a  s  Historian  of  the  Church.   Miss  Lichfield 
closed  by  reading  a  poem  written  by  Mr.  Ham  "Touch  Thou  Mine  Eyes". 

The  Moderator  asked  all  to  rise  as  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
Miss  Olive  A.  Prescott. 

On  motion  it  was 

VOTED:     That  a  suitable  memorial  be  drawn  up  in  memory  of  Miss 
Olive  A.  Prescott.   Miss  Eva  A.  Lichfield,  Anna  P.  Read  and  Reverend 
Marion  F.  Ham  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare  the  memorial. 

The  various  officers  of  the  Church  and  the  several  organizations 
presented  their  annual  reports  in  writing  which  were  in  each  case 
accepted  and  placed  on  file. 


Mrs.  George  W.S.  Ide  gave  a  history  of  the  Church  ministry  from 
1896  and  admonished  the  members  to  "stand  by"  the  organization. 


Mrs.  George  W.S.  Ide  and  Warren  L.  Fletcher  were  appointed 
delegates  to  the  American  Unitarian  Association.   The  report  of  the 
nominating  Committee  having  been  received  and  no  other  names  being 
placed  for  nomination. 

On  motion  it  was 

VOTED:     That  the  Clerk  cast  one  ballot  for  the  nomination 
presented  and  the  officers  declared  elected. 

Mr.  Crocker  suggested  that  a  sign  be  placed  on  the  Church  to 
identify  it.   it  was  moved  that  the  Board  be  instructed  to  place  a 
suitable  sign  on  the  Church  property. 

Mr.  Coolidge  offered  a  motion  that  pici   expression  of  opinion  of 
the  members  of  the  Church  be  taken  by  Australian  ballot  indicating 
the  preference  of  the  members  as  to  which  plan  the  membership  pre 
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ferred  in  the  leadership  of  the  Churdh,  of  the  four  possible  plans 
suggested  : 

1.   To  continue  with  the  present  plan  of  Minister  and  Assistant 
Minister. 

£fl    2.   To  return  to  the  plan  of  former  years  with  Mr.  Ham  as  Minister. 

3.  To  employ  Mr.  Tebbets  as  Minister 

4.  To  make  an  entire  change  and  employ  a  new  Minister 

Mr.  A.N.  Mansfield  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the  vote  be  taken 
as  a  suggestion  only. 


The  amendment  was  withdrawn  when  it  was  explained  that  the 
proposed  ballot  was  intended  only  as  a  expression  of  opinion  for  the 
guidance  of  the  officers  of  the  Church  and  not  as  formal  action  of 
the  Church  body. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  chair  appointed  Gould  Ruggels,  W.H.  Wilson,  Jr.,  Mrs  Edna 
Stantial  as  tellers. 

Before  the  ballot  was  taken  Mr.  Ruggles  reported  that  Mr*  Ham's 
pension  from  the  American  Unitarian  Association  last  year  amounted 
to  $477.36. 

The  ballot  of  the  members  having  been  taken,  the  tellers  reported 
93  votes  were  cast,  with  the  following  results: 


19  for  a  Minister  and  Assistant  Minister 

24  for  Mr.  Ham  as  Minister 

0  for  Mr.  Tebbets  as  Minister 

50  for  a  new  Minister 

A  motion  was  offered  that  the  chair  appoint  five  members  to 
recommend  action  on  a  new  Minister. 

Mrs  Sweet ser  offered  an  amendment  to  hpve  the  Committee  consist 
of  two  women  and  three  men.   A  further  amendment  was  offered  that  the 
Committee  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Board  of  Trustees.   The 
amendments  having  been  accepted,  it  was 

VOTED:     That  the  chair  appoint  a  Committee  of  five,  consisting  of 

two  women  and  three  men,  said  Committee  to  act  tn  conjunction  with 

the  Board  of  Trustees  in  selecting  a  Minister.   The  motion  was  unanimously 

passed 

On  Mr.  Long's  motion,  it  was  moved  that  the   Committee  report  to 
this  body  within  six  months  with  some  recommendstion. 


On  motion  of  Mr .  Holcomb,  it  was  moved  that  Mr.  Ham's  salary  be 
continued  until  such  time  as  his  successor  is  appointed  and  thpt  the 
Boprd  of  Trustees  be  instructed  to  recommend  a  suitable  pension  for  one 
year  following  that  d^te. 

Mr.  Crocker  asked,  "is  it  understood  that  Mr.  Ham  is  to  occupy 
the  parsonage  until  such  time  as  his  successor  be  appointed." 
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it    Mr.  Coolidge :   In  the  absence  of  ^ny  other  instructions  from 
this  meeting,  "yes". 

Tr.  Crocker  then  asked,  "is  it  understood  that  Mr.  Ham  is  to 
preach  and  to  continue  as  Minister  of  this  Church  until  such  time 
as  hie  successor  be  appointed." 

Mr.   Coolidge  answered,   "yes"  in  the  absence  of  eny   other 
instructions  from  this  meeting. 

No  vote  was  taken  but  the  nodding  of  heads  and  expression  of 
"yes"  about  the  hall  signified  that  it  was  the  sense  of  the  meeting 
that  all  were  in  fovor  of  such  pirn. 

The  Moderator  appointed  as  p    Committee  to  recommend  a  Minister  : 
Gardner  Long,  Chpirman;  Miss  Helen  E.  Rubles,  Anna  P.  Read, 
Jesse  7/.  Morton  and  Harry  J.  Barclay. 

There  being  no  further  business,  it  was  on  motion 

VOTED:  3  To  adjourn. 


Robert  0.  Chesley 
Clerk  pro -tern 


Moved  that  the   sum  of  $4314 o2 2  received  from  the  Execution  of 
the   estate   of  Mrs.   Ella  F.Wadlin  be  turned   over  to  the   Board   of 
Trustees  for  their  full   custody   and   control  until   other   action  be   taken 
at   the   next   anual  meeting. 
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Reading,  Mass.,  April  10,  1924 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Unitarian  Church 
of  Reading  was  duly  called  and  held  in  Community  Hall  on 
Tuesday,  April  10,  1934,  <tr  V.^JT  ^.*1  • 

In  the  absence  of  the  Clerk,  Percy  Anderson, 
the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Robert  0.  Chesley  and  on 
motion  he  was  elected  temporary  clerk. 


the  meeting. 


VOTED: 


Charles  A.  Lorine  was  elected  Moderator  of 


On  motion  it  was 

To  admit  into  the  fellowship  twelve  new  mem- 


bers who  had  signed  the  By-Laws  since  the  last  meeting. 
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Mr.  Crooker  moved  \Je&&   a  vote  of  appreciation 
to  Mr.  Benjamin  and  his  Committeefrom  the  Mens  Forum  who  had 
furnished  the  supper  preceding  the  annual  meeting.   A  rising 
vote  was  given. 

who 
Miss  Eva  A.  Litchf ield/was  appointed  Historian 
to  fill  out  tne  term  of  Miss  Olive  A.  Prescott  gave  a  report 
covering  Miss  Prescott's  activities  as  Historian  of  the  Church. 
Miss  Litchfield  closed  by  reading  a  poem  written  by  Mr.  Ham 
"Touch  Thou  Mine  Eyes". 

The  Moderator  asked  all  to  rise  as  a  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  Miss  Olive  A.  Prescott. 


VOTED 


On  motion  it  was 


That  a  suitable  memorial  be  drawn  up  in 


me-r.ory  of  Miss  Olive  A.  Prescott.    Miss  Eva  A.  Litcnfield, 
Anna  P.  Read  and  Reverend  Marion  F.  Ham  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  prepare  the  memorial. 

The  various  officers  of  the  Church  and  the 
several  organizations  presented  their  annual  reports  in  writing 
wnich  were  in  each  case  accepted  and  placed  on  file. 

Mrs.  George  W.  S.  Ide  gave  a  history  of  the 
Church  ministry  from  1896  and  admonished  the  members  to "stand 
by"the  organization. 

Mrs.  George  W.  S.  Ide  and  Warren  L.  Fletcher 
were  appointed  delegates  to  the  American  Unitarian  Association. 
The  report  of  the  nominating  Committee  having  been  received  and 
no  other  names  being  placed  for  nomination. 


VOTED: 


On  motion  it  was 

That  the  Clerk  cast  one  ballot  for  the  nomina- 
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t ions  as  presented  and  the  following  officers  were  declared 
elected.    (See  list  of  nominations) 


Mr.  Crooker  suggested  that  a  sign  be  placed  on 
the  Church  to  identify  it.     It  was  moved  that  the  Board  be 
instructed  to  place  a  suitable  sign  on  the  Church  property. 

Mr.  Coolidge  offered  a  motion  that  an  expression  of 
opinion  of  the  members  of  the  Church  be  taken  by  Australian 
ballot  indicating  the  preference  of  the  members  as  to  which  plan 
the  membership  preferred ,in  the  leadership  of  the  Church  of  the 
four  possible  plans  suggested! 

1. 


2. 

3. 
4. 


To  continue  with  the  present  plan  of  Minister  and 
Assistant  Minister. 

To  return  to  the  plan  oi  former  years  with  Mr.  Ham 
as  Minister. 

To  employ  Mr.  Tebbets  as  Minister. 

To  make  an  entire  change  and  employ  a  new  Minister. 


Mr.  A-  N.  Mansfield  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the 
vote  be  taken  as  a  suggestion  only. 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn  when  it  was  explained 
that  the  proposed  ballot  was  intended  only  as  a  expression  of 
opinion  for  the  guidance  of  the  officers  of  the  Church  and  not 
as  formal  action  of  the  Church  body. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  chair  appointed  Gould  Ruggels,  W.  H.  Wilson,  Jr., 
Mrs.  Edna  Stantial  as  tellers. 

Before  the  ballot  was  taken  Mr.  Ruggles  reported 
that  Mr.  Ham's  pension  from  the  American  Unitarian  Association 
last  year  amounted  to  $477.36. 

The  ballot  of  the  members  having  been  taken,  tne 
tellers  reported  93  votes  were  cast,  with  the  following  results: 

19  for  a  Minister  and  Assistant  Minister 

24  for  Mr.  Ham  as  Minister 

0  for  Mr.  Tebbets  as  Minister 

50  lor  a  new  Minister 

A   motion  Was   offered  that  the  chair  appoint  five 
members  to  recommend  action  on  a  new  Minister. 

Mrs.  Sweetser  offered  an  amendment  to  have  the 
Committee  consist  of  two  women  and  three  men.   A  further  amend- 
ment was  offered  that  the  Committee  act  in  conjunction  with  the 
Board  of  Trustees.   The  amendment  having  been  accepted,  it  was 


VOTED: 


That  tne  chair  appoint  a  Committee  of  five,  consist- 


ing of  two  women  and  tnree  men,  said  Committee  to  act  in  conjunction 
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with  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  selecting  a  Minister,   The 
motion  was  unanimously  passed. 

On  Mr.  Long's  motion,  it  was  moved  that  the 
Committee  report  to  this  body  within  six  months  with  some 
recommendation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holcomb,  it  was  moved  that 
Mr.  Ham's  salary  be  continued  until  such  time  as  his 
Successor  is  appointed  and  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  be 
instructed  to  recommend  a  suitable  pension  for  one  year 
following  that  date. 

Mr.  Crooker  asked, "is  it  understood  that  Mr.  Ham 
is  to  occupy  tne  parsonage  until  such  time  as  his  successor 
be  appointed." 

Mr.  Coolidgei"Jn  the  absence  of  any  other  instructions 
from  this  meeting      "yes". 

Mr.  Crooker  then  asked,  "is  it  understood  that 
Mr.  Ham  is  to  preach  and  to  continue  as  Minister  of  this  Church 
until  such  time  as  his  successor  be  appointed." 

Mr.  Coolidge  answered,  "yes"  in  the  absence  of  any 
other  instructions  from  this  meeting. 

No  vote  was  taken  but  the  nodding  of  heads  and 
the  expression  of  "yes"  about  the  hall  signified  that  it 
was  the  sense  of  the  meeting  that  all  were  in  favor  of  such 
plan. 

The  Moderator  appointed  as  a  Committee  to 
recommend  a  Minister:    Gardner  Long,  Chairman  -  Miss  Helen 
E.  Ruggles,  Anna  P.  Read,  Jessie  W.  Morton  and  Harry  J.  Barclay. 


VOTED: 


There  being  no  further  business,  it  was  on  motion 
To  adjourn. 
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arts:    1.   Newell  Norton,    on   Sunday  Scnool    ^/    /D  \ 

2.    iVarrenFletcher,    Committee   t.n   anppiy  ^— o%M^e^f 
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Article    II 
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yf+JLfejz lection   of   nev,   minister: 

'  Preliminary  ballot   to   ciioo^e    three   cai  'ces 

£-/f    '     f      lestion  for   tellers:      Rola  oag 
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Fallot    for  minister 
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Instruction   regarding  salary 
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Mr.  Moderator:   I  move  that  the  trustees 
are  hereby  instructed  to  reply  to  this 
generous  invitation,  stating  that  as 
deeply  as  we  appreciate  the  honor  and 
courtesy  which  has  been  bestowed  upon 
us,  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  decline 
the  invitation  at  the  present  time;  realiz 
ing  nevertheless  that  the  day  may  sometime 
come  when  such  a  merger  might  be  wise 
and  expedient  for  both  societies* 
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In  view  of  the  fact  that  a  question  has 
as  to  the  legality  of  the  annual  meeting 


•il  lCvx 1934  and  that  such  question  may  cause 
une/asinfss/and  uncertainty  and  interference  ee£  the 


frderly  conduct  of  the  business  of  the  church,  it  is 
moved; 

That  the  election  of  officers  and  appoint- 
ment of  Committees  and  all  actions  and  votes  made  or 
taKen  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Church  on  April  10, 
1934  are  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed. 


f 


r 


(X 


ifiX 


*&' 


tffJS 


WsL 


1£**i 


■rai 

■HT 


H 


Reading,  Mass.,  October  29,  1934 

To  the  members  of  the  Unitarian  Church  of  Reading,  Mass. 

On  July  31st.,  1934,  the  following  members  of  the  church  were 
appointed  as  a  committee  to  present  candidates  for  tne  pulpit: 

Warren  L.  Fletcher,  Chairman 

Mrs.  percy  N.  Sweetser 

Mrs.  Harold  Boyle 

Mr.  Harry  Benjamin 

Mr.  Carl  Sawyer 

Mr.  Lyle  Richardson 

Mrs.  Jesse  W.  Morion 

The  accompaning  letter  of  appointment  is  a  part  of  this  report. 

A  meeting  of  tne  committee  was  called  and  the  chairman  was 
instructed,  with  the  advice  of  tne  committee,  to  proceed  witn  the 
duty  imposed. 

Tne  following  candidates  aave  oeen  presented  for  your 
consideration : 


i 


Sept.   9,  Mr.  Cnadbourne  A.  Spring,  Student,  Braintree,  Mass. 
"    16,  Mr.  Carl  Storm,  Student,  Stafford,  Conn. 
"   2?,  Rev.  c.  Leslie  Curtice,  pastor  cf  the  Universal ist 

Church,  Chelsea,  Mass. 
"    "50,  Rev.  John  S.  Lowe,  Formerly  Factor  of  the  Church  of 

The  Redemption,  Boston,  Mass. 
Oct.    7,  Rev.  Robert  S.  Steven,  pastor  of  the  Unitarian  Church 

Hudson,  Mass. 
"    14,  Rev.  Delos  W.  0' Brian,  Pastor  of  the  Unitarian  .Church 

Gardner,  Mass. 
"   21,  Mr.  Herman  A.  Newman,  Student,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
"    28,  Rev.  Wilburn  B.  Miller,  Pastor  of  the  Unitarian 

Church  of  Stow,  Mass. 

The  chairman  has  interviewed  Rev.  Dr.  Patterson  of  the 
Amercian  Unitarian  Association,  Boston,  and  it  is  from  him,  as 
well  as  from  the  candidates  themselves  that  the  committee  has 
received  information  as  to  the  peculiar  fitness  of  the  clergymen 
whose  names  are  herewith  presented. 

The  committee  has  seemed  to  be  unwilling  to  reccemmen'u 
j   one  man  for  pujbpit;  however,  it  appears  to  them  that  the  type 
of  man  best  suited  to  our  needs  is  not  a  student  or  a  man 
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past  the  prime  of  life,  but  a  young  man  who  has  held  a  regulag 
pastorate  and  therefore  experienced  in  parish  work,  such  men 
as  Rev.  Mr.  Curtice,  Rev.  Mr.  Steven,  Rev,  Mr.  01 Brian  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Miller. 
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Mr.   Warren  L.Fletcher, 
Heading. 


Reading fMass.    July  31    1934 


Dear  Warren: 

After  the  last  meeting  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  the 

Trustees,  in  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  meeting,  appointed 

the  following  Committee  to  recommend  a  minister  for  the  Church: 

Warren  L.  Fletcher, Chairman 
Mrs.  Percy  N.  Sweetser 
Mrs;  Harold  Boyle 
Mr.  Harry  Benjamin. 
Mij.  Carl  M.  Sawyer 
Mr.  Lyle  M.  Richardson 
Mrs.  Jessie  W.  Morton 
Will  you  please-see  that  the  Committee  picks  up  the 

situation  and  has  whom  it  thinks  are  the  desireable  candidates 

for  the  month  of  September  when  church  opens. 

Sincerely, 
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WHBRSAS;   Miss  Olive  A.  Prescott,  a  loyal 
and  devoted  member  of  this  church,  and  a  faith- 
ful friend,  has  passed  into  the  higher  life, 
leaving  us  gracious  memories  of  her  kind  thoughts 
and  good  deeds. 

Be  it  resolved  that  this  tribute  of  sincere 
appreciation  be  entered  upon  our  church  records, 
and  a  copy  sent  to  her  brother,  Mr.  Abel  E.  Prescott. 
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Reading,  Massachusetts 
April  20,  1931* 
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The  Dover  Church 

Dover  Massachusetts 

May  1,  1936. 


J 


Dear  Mr.  Long: 

I  have  been  instructed  to  present  through  you  to 
your  church  a  matter  of  denominational  importance. 

Our  churches  have  to  have  ministers.   During  late 
years  increasing  numbers  of  our  young  men  have  gone  to  Tufts 
College  to  prepare  for  the  Unitarian  ministry.   Of  the  students 
at  present  in  the  Tufts  College  School  of  Religion,  twenty-five 
percent  are  Unitarians. 

Now  Tufts  is  a  Universalist  school.   And,  although 
it  has  been  most  generous  in  using  its  Universalist  monies  to 
educate  men  for  the  Unitarian  ministry,  it  rightly  feels  that  our 
churches  should  evince  in  some  tangible  manner  their  appreciation 
of  Tufts. 

Tufts  has  recently  found  it  necessary  to  inaugurate 
a  campaign  to  raise  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  a 
so-called  Lee  McCollester  Endowment  Fund. 

Some  twenty-five  Unitarian  ministers  have  been  con- 
sulted, and  they,  together  with  the  Dean  of  the  Tufts  School  of 
Religion  and  the  President  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association, 
agree  that  the  Unitarians  should  make  every  possible  effort  to 
furnish  one-fourth  of  the  said  amount.   Some  churches  will  natur- 
ally give  less  and  others  more;  but,  in  order  to  total  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars,  we  must  average  some  seventy  dollars  from  each 
church. 

We  trust  that  your  people  will  co-operate.   Perhaps 
someone  there  can  be  delegated  by  your  trustees  to  handle  the  matter 
in  your  parish,  securing  a  suitable  number  of  contributions. 

The  same  representative  group  of  Unitarian  ministers 
has  asked  Rev.  C.  H.  Valentine  to  serve  as  treasurer  of  the  Unitarian 
division  of  the  Lee  McCollester  Fund.   Checks  should  be  sent  to 
Mr.  Valentine  at  39  Basset  Street,  Lynn,  Massachusetts. 


In  gratitude  for  whatever  attention  may  be  given  this 


message,  I  am 


Sincerely, 

C 

For  the  committee. 
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102  Ames  Building 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
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September 
Twenty- five 
19  3  6 


Unitarian  Church  of  Reading 

Reading 

Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

In  the  Estate  of  Ella  F.  Wadlin,  a  decree  was 
entered  by  the  Judge  of  Probate,  in  which  it  was  directed 
that  the  sum  of  $^,31^.22  be  distributed  to  you  in  full 
payment  of  your  legacy  under  the  will, 

I  am  enclosing  a  check  for  that  amount,  and  also 
a  receipt  to  be  signed  by  the  Treasurer  and  returned  to 
me  in  the  enclosed  envelope. 

Very  truly  yours, 


U^L&Csl  ^s&fa^-( 


Executor 
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NEIGHBORHOOD  BETTERMENT  ASSOCIATION,  Inc. 

READING,  MASSACHUSETTS 


July  16th,   1937 


P 


Trustees  of  the  Unitarian 

Church 
Reading,  Massachuset 

Gentlemen: - 


;ariai 


As  you  know,  for  several  years 
the  neighborhood  Betterment  Association  has 
made  a  donation  of  $200.00  per  annum  for  the 
use  of  your  hall  for  meeting  purposes.   Like 
all  similar  organizations,  the  condition  of 
our  treasury  has  been  impaired,  due  to  loss 
of  members  end  other  sources  of  revenue. 
After  considerable  discussion  and  delibera- 
tion, our  Board  of  Directors  voted  to  write 
you,  to  see  whether  or  not  a  donation  of 
$150.00  for  the  ensuing  year  would  be  satis- 
factory. 

Please  be  assured  that  your 
serious  consideration  of  this  proposal  will 
be  much  appreciated. 

Please  let  me  know  your  re- 
action as  early  as  possible. 


Very  truly  yours, 

President  of  neighborhood 
Betterment  Association 

Treasurer  of  Neighborhood 
Betterment  Association 
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American  Unitarian  Association 

25    Beacon    Street,    Boston,    Mass. 


March   22,    1938 


$) 


To  the  Ministers  of  the  Unitarian  Churches: 

I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  information 
blank  for  the  Unitarian  Year  Book.   Two  similar  copies 
are  being  sent  in  this  same  mail  to  the  Clerk  or  Chair- 
man of  your  Parish  Committee  whose  name  is  given  in 
the  current  Year  Book.   In  all  probability  the  Clerk 
will  need  your  assistance  and  that  of  the  treasurer  of 
your  church  in  order  to  fill  out  the  blank  in  detail. 
I  want  to  ask  you  -  as  we  did  last  year  -  to  make  your- 
self responsible  for  seeing  that  the  information  is 
returned  to  this  office  not  later  than  April  12th. 

The  figures  published  in  the  Unitarian 
Year  Book  are  the  only  available  source  of  information 
concerning  our  fellowship  and  for  this  reason  alone  they 
should  be  both  accurate  and  complete.   The  value  of  the 
Year  Book  and  the  information  which  it  contains  depends 
upon  your  personal  interest  in  it  and  upon  the  help  which 
you  will  give. 


Nay  I  say  that  this  is  not  a  questionnaire 
in  the  ordinary  meaning  of  that  term.   Your  information 
together  with  that  of  400  of  your  colleagues  is  a  joint 
statement  to  ourselves  and  to  others  of  the  work  which 
we  are  doing  and  of  the  result  which  we  have  been  able 
to  accomplish. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  the  matter, 
may  I  ask  you  to  call  up  the  Clerk  of  your  parish  on  the 
telephone  upon  receipt  of  this  letter,  make  an  appoint- 
rent  with  him,  and  urge  him  to  make  his  return  to  us  as 
soon  as  possible  -  certainly  not  later  than  April  12th, 


Cordially  yours, 


OiStSLL- 


'6<xJz*n . 


Everett  IT.  Baker 

Executive  Vice-President 
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TREASURER 

ROLAND    B.    GREELEY 
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VNNE    D.    KIMBALL 


Young   People's  Religious  Union 

25  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 
Telephone  Capitol  3660 

JOHN    W.    BRIGHAM,    PRESIDENT 


ASSISTANT  TREASURER 

HAROLD    K.    SHELLEY 


EXECUTIVE   SECRETARY 

J.   DONALD    JOHNSTON 

SECRETARY   OF   FIELD   WORK 
HELEN    G.    BARNARD 

EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 
TO   STUDENTS 

G.    ERNEST    LYNCH 


To  the  Ministers  of  Unitarian  Churches 
Dear  Sir: 

To  crystallize  the  thinking  of  Unitarian  young  people  in  social  and 
religious  fields>  the  Young  People's  Religious  Union  conducts  annual 
conferences  at  the  Isles  of  Shoals. 

The  19S8  Conference  of  two  weeks  duration,  with  a  separate  and  com- 
plete program  each  week  is  based  on  the  theme  "Religion  at  V.ork". 
The  speakers,  listed  on  the  enclosed  folder  represent  separate  points 
of  view  on  this  theme,  yet  the  total  program,  we  believe  to  be  well 
integrated,  aiming  for  the  crystallization  of  the  thinking  which  our 
young  people  are  doing. 

The  effects  of  past  Shoals  Conferences  more  than  justify  the  atten- 
dance of  your  young  people  at  this  conference,  planned  and  executed 
by  the  Y.  P.  R.  U.   It  is  our  desire  to  enlist  your  cooperation  and 
interest,  to  make  it  possible  for  one  or  more  representatives  of  you1" 
ajTv  young  people  to  attend  this  conference.  Your  interest  and  enthusiasm 
'   will  be  a  stimulus  to  the  desires  of  the  young  people,  and  your  con- 
cern may  make  possible  what  otherwise  would  be  neglected. 

It  has  been  observed  by  us,  that  many  young  people  are  unable  to 
finance  themselves  for  a  week  at  the  conference.   Many  churches  rem- 
edy this  difficulty  by  contributing  directly,  or  by  partial  assist- 
ance.  If  you  have  young  people  in  your  church  who  would  benefit 
themselves  and  the  church  by  a  week  at  the  Shoals,  we  feel  sure  your 
efforts  on  their  behalf  will  be  well  worthwhile. 

We  are  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  program  and  a  registration  blank,  and 
would  appreciate  your  concern  in  this  matter. 

Sincerely  yours, 

JOHN  W.  BRIGHAM 
For  the  Committee 


April,  1938 


cC%e  Spirit  of  Youth  in  the  Life  of  the  Church  is  the  Hope  of  the   World 
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NOTICE 

1/  you  will  not  be  present  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  and  wish  to  cast  your  ballot  by  mail,  this 
ballot  should  be  marked  and  returned  to  the  Ballot  Committee,  2  5  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  with 
your  credential  properly  filled  out,  so  that  they  will  reach  the  Committee  not  later  than  May  25,   1938. 

To  vote  for  a  person  mark  a  cross  (x)   in  the  square  at  the  right  of  the  name. 
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OFFICIAL  BALLOT 

of  the 

American    Unitarian   Association 
Annual   Meeting 
May    26,    1938 


MODERATOR 

Term  of  Two   (2)    Years.     Vote  for  ONE. 
HON.  SANFORD  BATES,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


REGIONAL  VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Term  of  One  ( 1 )   Year.     Vote  for  EIGHT 

To  vote  for  all  eight  put  X  in  this  square 

REV.  ERNEST  CALDECOTT, 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

MR.  ROY  CAMPBELL,  Montreal,  P.Q. 

DR.  EMMETT  FA  YEN,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

HON.  J.  WARD  HEALEY,  Leominster,  Mass. 

MR.  EDGAR  C.  HIRST,  Concord,  N.  H. 

GEN.  HENRY  CLAY  NEWCOMER, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

REV.  FRANK  E.  SMITH,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

REV.  CHARLES  A.  WING,  Denver,  Colo. 


DIRECTORS 

Term  of  Three   (3)   Years.     Vote  for  SIX 
To  vote  for  all  six  put  X  in  this  square 
MR.  LEON  M.  LITTLE,  Chestnut  Hill,  Mass. 
MRS.  OSCAR  E.  MERTZ,  Mt.  Airy,  Pa. 
MR.  WELLES  V.  MOOT,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
REV.  LAURANCE  R.  PLANK,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

MR.  CHARLES  O.  RICHARDSON, 

Weston,  Mass. 

REV.  CHARLES  E.  SNYDER,  Davenport,  Iowa 


□ 

D 


□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
D 

□ 

□ 


□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 
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DIRECTORS 

Term  of  One  ( 1 )  Year.     Vote  for  SLX 
To  vote  for  all  six  put  X  in  this  square 
MR.  ALFRED  F.  WHITMAN,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Representing  all  societies  and  agencies  of  pri- 
mary interest  to  the  Association  or  its  constit- 
uent members,  which  are  dedicated  to  the  so- 
cial expression  of  religion. 

REV.  SYDNEY  B.  SNOW,  Chicago,  III. 
Representing   all   schools,   colleges,   and   other 
educational  agencies  of  primary  interest  to  the 
Association  or  its  constituent  members. 

REV.  LESLIE  T.  PENNINGTON, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Representing  the  Unitarian  Ministerial  Union. 
MRS.  RUSSELL  P.  WISE,  Arlington,  Mass. 

Representing  the  General  Alliance  of  Unitarian 

Women. 

MR.  FREDERIC  H.  FAY,  Boston,  Mass. 
Representing  the  Unitarian  Laymen's  League. 

MR.  JOHN  W.  BRIGHAM,  Concord,  Mass. 
Representing  the  Young  People's  Religious 
Union. 


□ 

□ 


□ 
□ 

D 

□ 
□ 

□ 
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REV.  WALTER  R.  HUNT,  Chairman 
MRS.  EDWARD  H.  ATHERTON 
REV.  HOWARD  B.  BARD 
MR.  JOHN  W.  BRIGHAM 
MR.  DELTA  I.  JARRETT 
REV.  AUGUSTUS  P.  RECCORD 
DR.  FRANK  W.  SCOTT 
REV.  EDWIN  M.  SLOCOMBE 
MR.  LAURENCE  C.  STAPLES 
MRS.  RUSSELL  P.  WISE 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 
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TRUSTEES : 

Herbert  T.  Schoppelry   1 96  Prescott  REA0405 

Arthur  A..  Libby   503  Com.  av.  KEN00B7 

118  Prospect  REA^^£ 

Robert  E.  Fowle   3  Perkins  av.  REA0319 

Ralph  D.  Sawyer  32  Scotland  rd.  REAO033 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE: 

Russell  A.  Flint   25  Sunnyside  av.  REA199RM 

Charles  L.  Godfrey   10  Lee  REA.0789 

Donald  W.  Coan  39  Berkeley  REA01R6 

E.  B  Myott  6  Virginia  rd.  REA1616 

Nelson  R.  ^hithed  S3  Summer  av.  REM 60^ 


TREASURER 

G-.  Burton  Long  55  Bancroft 


REA1 1<W 


CLERK 

M.  Kent  Fletcher  54  Highland 


REA0531,T 
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I  hereby  nominate  I 
Corp 


or  membership  in  this 


:ereuj  iiumu.uo.kc  xwj.  ^ < 

.j-poration  the  following  persons,  who 
have  signified  their  desire  to  become 
members  by  assenting  to  the  covanant 
of  the  Church,  and  by  signing  the 
Pook  of  the  Society: - 


'J&rv^- 
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and  I  move  that  they  be  accepted  as  members 
of  this  Corporation. 
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Dear  Mr.  Curtice, 


June  11,  193B 


At  the  annual  meeting  \pril  1?,  toward  the 
close  of  a  very  fine  business  meeting  at  which 
Mr.  Coolidge  presided,  the  matter  of  hiring  the 
minister  for  the  next  year  came  before  us.   ^ith 
much  enthusiasm  it  -fas  unanimously  voted'  to  re- 
tain you  as  minister  for  1°3B-193°  at  your  pre- 
sent salary  of  */?400. 

Then  the  matter  of  the  water  bills  came  up. 
Well  the  payment  of  water  bills  or  any  bills 
is  an  irritating  subject  and  after  some  discus- 
sion as  to  what  we  would  like  to  do  and  as  to 
what  we  felt  we  could  afford  to  do,  it  was 
decided  that  the  church  would  assume  the  accrued 
water  bills  but  that  in  the  future,  the  Minister 
should  pay  his  total  water  bill.   It  was  then 
voted  that  the  Clerk  should  notify  you  of  your 
reappointment  and  our  decision  concerning  the 
water  bills. 

To  many  of  us  afterwards  it  seemed  a  pity 
that  this  little  affair  over  water  bills,  this 


[Chap.  317] 

An  Act  relative  to  the  exemption  from  taxation  of 
parsonages. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Section  five  of  chapter  fifty-nine  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
amended,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  striking  out  clause 
Eleventh,  as  appearing  in  the  Tercentenary  Edition,  and 
inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following :  — 

Eleventh,  Houses  of  religious  worship  owned  by,  or  held 
in  trust  for  the  use  of,  any  religious  organization,  and  the 
pews  and  furniture,  and,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five 
thousand  dollars  for  each  parsonage,  parsonages  so  owned 
or  held;  but  such  exemption  shall  not,  except  as  herein 
provided,  extend  to  any  portion  of  any  such  house  of  religious 
worship  appropriated  for  purposes  other  than  religious  wor- 
ship or  instruction.  Approved  May  16,  1938. 
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THE  UNITARIAN  CHURCH  OF  READING 
May  7,  19^3 


i 


Dear  Miss  Bliss, 

The  Board  of  Trustees  have  found  it  necessary 
to  insist  that  in  the  future  all  expenditures 
on  church  property  must  be  approved  by  them 
before  the  liability  is  incurred. 

A  bill  has  been  received  for  repairs  of  the 
organ  and  presented  to  the  Trustees.  This  bill 
will  be  paid. 

The  Trustees  realize  that  in  the  past  there 
has  been  some  misunderstanding  regarding  the 
control  of  expenditures.   The  Trustees  wish  to 
thank  you  for  the  fine  music  you  have  arranged 
for  on  your  limited  budget. 

Board  of  Trustees 

, Clerk 
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!  UNITARIAN  CHURCH  OP  RE^D 
May  7,  I 


Dear  Mr.  Camp, 

The  Board  of  Trustees  have  found  it  necessary 
to  insist  that  in  tho  future  all  expenditures 
on  church  property  must  be  approved  by  them 
"ore  the  liability  it  incurred. 
A  Mil  has  been  received  for  re  -  irs  of  the 
organ  ^nd  presented  to  the  Trustees   This  bill 
will  bo     I. 
^L     The  Trustees  realize  that  in  the  past  there 
has  been  soie  ni  sunder  stand  inn;  regardin  t 
control  of  expenditures.  ThB   Truntoes  wish  to 
express  their  appreciation  of  your  fine  church 
music  and  the  many  e  t     rvices  you  render 
church  organist. 

ard  of  Trust 
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UNITARIAN  CHURCH  OP  READING 

May  7,  1  3 


.  Chesley, 
The  Board  of  Trustees  have  found  it  necessary 
to  insist  that  in  the  future  all  expenditures 
raust  o  a  proved  by  them  before  tho  liability  is 
incurred,   However,  they  realise  that  for  you  to 
get  approval  for  each  potty  disbursement  "rould 
be  unreasonable.   Therefore,  you  rrc     id  .s 
Custodian  not  to  spend  over  MO.  a  month  without 
f        of  the  Trustees. 

Board  or  Trustees 

,Cle 
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Moved:  Clerk  write  a  letter  to  Miss  Litchfield  expressing  the  thanks 
of  the  church,  and  the  hope  of  her  complete  recovery- -so  voted 

Dear  Miss  Litchfield, 

As  clerk,  I  was  asked  to  write  to  you  on  behalf  of  the  church 

to  express  our  thanks  to  you  for  the  fine  work  you  are  doing  as 

Historian.   It  takes  a  person  with  a  fine  appreciation  of  church  work 

and  one  with  a  proper  sense  of  values  to  accumulate  records  of  church 

(activities) 
so  as  to  "build  a  rich,  interesting,  and  exacting  history  of  the 

progress  of  our  church.   The  churuh  realizes  that  you  have  this  appre- 
ciation and  interest  and  is  truly  appreciative. 

We  hope  that  you  have  a  complete  recovery  from  your  recent  period 
of  ill  health  ao  that  you  can  join  us  soon  in  church. 

Sincerely  yours, 

M.  Kent  Fletcher,  Clerk 
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The    Minister    To    His    People 
* 

Dear   friends: 

A/TANY   years   have   passed   since   we   agreed,   as   minister 
and  people,  to  work  together  for  the  realization  of  our 
ideals  as  a  liberal   congregation. 

We  have  seen  many  changes  in  the  church  and  in 
the  community  since  that  time.  Many  of  our  people  who 
were  children  then  have  grown  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, and  are  now  bringing  their  children  to  be  christened 
and  trained  for  future  usefulness  in  the  church  and  in  the 
community.  Many  who  were  then  active  in  the  life  of  the 
church  are  no  longer  with  us  in  the  flesh.  Many  new 
faces  have  taken  the  place  of  the  old  ones  in  our  fellow- 
ship. 

We  have  weathered  many  a  gale  together,  and  man- 
aged somehow  to  bring  our  church  craft  safely  through. 
We  have  had  our  happy  and  our  unhappy  experiences, 
our  times  of  adversity  and  our  times  of  prosperity.  We 
have  witnessed  the  sale  of  the  old  church  property  in  the 
Square.  We  have  seen  the  old  church  building  demolished, 
and  business  buildings  take  its  place.  We  have  worked 
and  worshipped  together  in  a  hall,  lacking  a  church  build- 
ing to  house  us,  and  fearful  for  a  time  that  we  should 
never  be  able  to  build  one.  We  have  seen  the  corner  stone 
of  the  new  building  laid,  and  the  present  structure  arise; 
and  we  have  worked  together  for  the  beautifying  of  the 
new  church  property,  that  it  might  become  an  attractive 
social  center  for  this  part  of  town. 

We  have  seen  our  parish  enlarge  until  we  now  have  a 
constituency  of  560  people.  We  have  witnessed  a  like  in- 
crease in  our  real  estate  holdings,  from  $15,000.00  to 
$81,000.00. 

Together  we  have  labored,  with  steadfastness  of  pur- 
pose through  the  years,  to  build  something  more  than  a 
church  building.  We  have  worked  together  to  create  and 
maintain  the  Christ  spirit  of  brotherhood  and  good  will 
in  this  community.  There  is  evidence  today  that  our  labors 
have  not  been  in  vain.  We  have  seen  the  old  barriers  of 
denominational  prejudice  and  antagonism  disappear,  and 
a  new  era  of  denominational  cooperation  take  its  place. 

I  venture  to  believe  that  by  our  consistent  attitude  of 
willingness  to  cooperate  and  our  established  policy  of  un- 
restricted fellowship  we  have  helped  to  bring  about  this 
result. 

Let  us  continue  to  make  this  spirit  of  cooperation  and 
good  will  the  central  aim  and  purpose  of  all  our  church 
activities. 

Faithfullv  yours, 

MARION   FRANKLIN   HAM 
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Brief    Historical     Sketch 

J"HE  liberal  movement  in  religion  began  to  take  form  in 
Reading  about  the  years  1820  to  1826.  On  April  2, 
1827,  a  Society,  dedicated  to  "pure  and  evangelical  prin- 
ciples of  practical  religion  and  morality,"  as  specified  in 
the  charter,  was  organized.  This  society  was  known  as 
The  Third  Congregational  Society  of  Reading.  It  began 
with  a  membership  of  forty-six,  including  names  very 
familiar  in  the  municipal  history  of  the  town:  Edmund 
Parker,  Joshua  Prescott.  Xehemiah  Bancroft,  Thomas 
Hartshorn,  Silas  Smith.  Miah  Bancroft,  Charles  Parker, 
Samuel  Parker,  James  Davis,  John  Nichols,  David  Nichols, 
Joseph  Baker,  Leonard  Eames.  Daniel  Gould,  Samuel 
Holden,  Thnothy  Brown,  Gould  Parker,  Warren  Aborn, 
Sumner  Pratt,  Jeptha  Brown,  Eben  James,  John  Aborn. 
John.  Abbott,  John  Emerson,  Jr.,  Seth  Sweetser,  Jacob 
Hartshorn,  John  Mclntire.  Cleveland  Holt,  Bowman  Viles, 
George  Bachelder,  B.  C.  Sanborn,  John  Steel,  Joshua 
Damon,  Joseph  Boutwell,  John  Emerson,  John  Temple, 
Thomas  Richardson,  Nehemiah  Clay,  Eben  Aborn,  Elijah 
Hewes,  Charles  Spinney,  Joseph  Fairbanks.  Nathaniel 
Parker,  Joseph  Bancroft,  Thomas  Coggin  and  Elliott 
Spinney. 

Edward  Parker,  whose  name  appears  first  on  the  roll, 
was  a  leading  citizen  in  the  community.  His  great  grand- 
father was  Deacon  Thomas  Parker,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  the  town.  Edmund  was  a  member  of  the  Senate 
in  1827-28,  and  in  his  official  capacity  rendered  great  ser- 
vice to  the  new  society  by  procuring  its  charter.  Under 
this  charter  the  society  was  formally  organized  on  May  17, 
1828;  a  little  more  than  a  year  after  its  formation.  A 
building  was  erected  by  the  society  on  a  site  on  Lowell 
Street,  now  occupied  by  the  Town  Hall.  This  plot  of 
ground  was  formerly  a  part  of  the  estate  where,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  before,  Edmund  Parker's  great  grand- 
father had  built  the  first  house  in  that  part  of  Reading. 
Services  were  held  in  the  upper  story  of  this  structure, 
and  the  lower  story  was  used  for  a  school. 

During  the  next  ten  years  many  eminent  ministers 
visited  the  society  and  supplied  its  pulpit;  among  them 
Rev.  Mr.  Barbery,  Rev.  Dr.  Peabody,  Rev.  Mr.  Robinson, 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Damon;  the  latter  remaining  two  years  as 
minister.    His  pastorate  closed  in  1835. 

The  society  was  small,  and  after  1838  was  unable  to 
have  a  settled  minister.  About  this  time  a  few  persons  of 
.  Universalist  tenets  formed  an  organization  in  Reading. 
The  aim  of  this  new  movement  seemed  to  be  in  most 
respects  identical  with  that  of  The  Third  Congregational 
Society,  and  on  May  28,  1838,  it  was  decided  by  the  mem- 
bers of  both  organizations  to  unite  the  two  societies,  and 
extend  a  call  to  the  Rev.  Charles  Galacar  to  become  the 
minister  of  the  united  church.  Mr.  Galacar  remained  with 
the  church  for  one  year.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
G.  G.  Strickland,  who  remained  until  1843.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Waitt,  who  had  charge  of  the  school  in  the  church  building, 
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then  became  its  minister,  and  served  the  church  until  1845. 

On  May  14.  1840.  the  women  of  the  church  formed  an 
organization  which  they  called  "The  Liberal  Ladies'  Ben- 
evolent Association,"  commonly  known  as  "The  Sewing 
Circle."  This  organization  served  the  church  for  many 
years,  and  virtually  kept  it  alive  in  the  dark  days  when 
there  seemed  little  hope  for  its  survival.  Losses  in  the 
membership  which  were  not  made  good  by  accessions 
finally  caused  the  society  to  discontinue  the  services,  and 
in  1846,  the  church  building  was  sold  and  the  school  re- 
moved   to  a   neighboring   town. 

For  ten  years  following  there  was  only  one  active  lib- 
eral religious  organization  in  the  community.  The  Liberal 
Ladies'  Benevolent  Association.  Then,  in  1856,  a  new 
society  was  formed,  which  was  called  "The  First  Univer- 
sanst  Society  of  Reading."  Its  first  minister  was  the  Rev. 
Nathan  R.  Wright.  Meetings  were  held  in  Lyceum  Hall. 
Mr.  Wright  remained  two  years,  and  as  a  result  of  his 
pastorate  the  success  of  the  new  movement  was  assured. 
A  Sunday  School  was  organized,  and  led  in  succession  by 
Darius  Pratt,  Thomas  Richardson,  Andrew  Howes,  James 
Reid,  Carroll  D.  Wright  and  others. 

Rev.  Mr.  Wright  was  succeeded  in  the  pastorate  by 
the  Rev.  L.  M.  Burrington,  who  remained  two  years  and 
six  months.  After  his  retirement  the  church  shared  with 
the  Universalist  Church  of  Wakefield  the  services  of  the 
Rev.  E.  A.  Eaton  and  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Hayward.  Meeting- 
were  held  during  this  period  in  Ellsworth  Hall,  in  the  old 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  building.  In  1868  the  society  again  removed 
to  Lyceum  Hall,  and  the  Rev.  E.  B.  Fairchild  was  called 
•  to  the  pastorate.  By  his  counsel  and  direction  a  new  or- 
ganization, under  the  name  of  The  Christian  Union  of 
Reading,  was  effected,  April  26,  1869,  which  drew  many 
people  to  the  membership,  and  the  society  decided  to  build 
a  church.  The  corner-stone  of  this  structure  was  laid,  in 
Reading  Square,  October  6,  1870,  and.  the  building  was 
soon  completed.    Unity  Hall  was  added  in   1889. 

The  congregation  occupied  this  building  in  the  Square 
for  fifty  years.  Soon  after  the  erection  of  the  building  the 
society  became  affiliated  with  the  American  Unitarian 
Association,  and  in  October,  1919,  the  name  of  the  organi- 
zation was  changed  to  The  Unitarian  Church  of  Reading. 
In  June  1920,  the  church  property  was  sold,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  a  new  building  in  another  part  of  the 
town  Meetings  were  held  in  Security  Hall,  on  Woburn 
Street,  until  the  new  building  could  be  erected.  Owing  to 
the  excessive  cost  of  building  material  in  the  years  follow- 
ing the  World  War,  the  erection  of  the  new  structure  was 
delayed;  but  in  1923  the  lot  on  which  the  church  now 
stands,  at  the  corner  of  Woburn  Street  and  Summer  Ave- 
nue, was  bought;  and  the  corner-stone  of  the  new  building 
was  laid  September  9,  of  that  year. 

The  building  was  completed  in  the  spring  of   1924,  and 
the   congregation   has   occupied   it   as   a   church   home   since    I 
that  time. 
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